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Higgins represents Pygmalion, a Greek sculptor who lived alone because he hated women. She did not gain
self-respect from Higgins or from learning new sounds. The Eynsford-Hill family is an example of genteel
poor trying desperately to play the social game, so Freddy and Clara can make suitable marriage matches
without money or position. British class and identity are very much tied up in their land and their birthplace,
so it becomes hard to be socially mobile if your accent marks you as coming from a certain location. Language
In this play and in British society at large, language is closely tied with class. Even Pickering is frightened at
the idea that Eliza can play the social game better than the people born to it. This statue is named Galatea, and
it is represented in Shaw's play by Liza. The issue of language is tied up in class quite closely; the fact that
Higgins is able to identify where people were born by their accents is telling. Bernard was born on July 26, in
Dublin, Ireland. He is considered to be the best and most significant playwright since William Shakespeare.
Nepommuck's decision that Eliza is a Hungarian princess does not make Liza feel better. Eliza is therefore
doomed every time she opens her mouth. Shaw's position on manners is somewhat unclear; as a socialist, one
would think that he would have no time for them because they are a marker of class divisions. Higgins
admires him for escaping the class system, but then tricks him into becoming middle class by making him
rich. Higgins's mother sides with Liza before even her son, not revealing that Liza is in the house while
Higgins is dialing the police. Doolittle lack the kind of education that Higgins and Pickering have had, the
play reveals them to be smart in their own ways. As a woman, she is the first to express a concern for what
will be done with the girl after the experiment--the idea that her training makes her highly unmarriageable by
anyone anywhere on the social scale. She must be able to speak and act and dress as the others on whom she
must make an impression. People look on his behavior as eccentric, whereas, for most English, the class
boundaries are very well marked, and people know that to be accepted by their class they must conform to
certain standards. They make the speakers seem like a subhuman species whom society treats as animals. He
of course has nothing to lose since he has money, fame, and position. While they are enjoying their lofty
thoughts, research, and upper-class life with servants to do the daily upkeep, Eliza has to work all day for
almost nothing to pay rent for a cold room in the slums. Education is shown throughout the play when the
theme is introduced, developed and concluded through the thoughts, actions and decisions of the characters.
Professionalism At the time that this play was written, the idea of female professionals was somewhat new.
There were ways of rising to a higher class, through education, money, or marriage, but those were exceptions.
Aside from the profession of prostitution, women were generally housewives before this period, and there is
some residual resistance to the idea of normally male professions being entered by females in the play. Shaw
raises expectations of a traditional romance, however, only to deflate it. She has worked to recreate her
identity as well. In Pygmalion,. Shaw's play powerfully comments on the capacity for the individual to
overcome the boundaries established by systems of class and gender. Warren's profession. His life and career
were focused mainly on social reform. Unlike the myth, Shaw's play does not end in a marriage between the
pair, and Liza is infuriated with Higgins's suggestion that her success is his success and that he has made her
what she is. Ironically, while her father expresses no regrets when he is led to believe that Liza will take up
this profession, it is she who denounces it. Soon, Eliza appears on Higgins ' doorstep to ask him to teach her
proper pronunciation so that she can become a flower shop girl. Score: 2. Higgins berates Eliza as though it is
her crime, but he admits English society does not teach its citizens to speak properly. Higgins initially is
horrified by the idea that her son might bring a flower-girl into her home, she quickly grows sympathetic to
Liza. He points out the differences between the educated scholars, Pickering and himself, and the life of the
dirty flower girl, Eliza. Moreover, Pickering is initially horrified by the idea of Eliza opening a flower shop,
since being involved in a trade was a mark of belonging to the lower class.


