
CHARACTERIZATION OF ESPERANZA IN THE HOUSE ON MANGO

STREET

Character Analysis of Esperanza in The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros. Esperanza, a strong- willed girl
who dreams big despite her surroundings and restrictions, is the main character in The House on Mango Street by
Sandra Cisneros. Esperanza represents the females of her.

Instead, she recognizes herself as a member of a social network who must give back to her community in
order to break the cycle of poverty that plagues the neighborhood. He works nights and keeps to himself, so no
one in the neighborhood really knows him. When she becomes an adolescent, she begins to experiment with
the power she, as a young woman, has over men. She is beautiful, young, and married to a husband who will
not let her out of the house without him, because he is afraid she will run away. But me and Nenny, we are
more alike than you would know. Cathy is clearly pompous and judgmental, but Esperanza is desperate for
companionship. One day, Esperanza is playing with the younger children something she has been told she is
too old for when Sally, standing at the edge of the garden, starts talking to some boys in the neighborhood.
This strikes Esperanza as wise. Our knowledge of other characters also comes from Esperanza, who
understands them on her own level; we can know more about them, in some cases, by combining what she
says with our own insights into human nature. She is close to her family, often taking care of her younger
sister Nenny and maintaining a warm relationship with her parents. Earlier, she had asserted that she would
not forget where she came from once she became rich. While Esperanza's cultural heritage plays a big part in
establishing her feelings of closeness and connection to her family and community, we still read Esperanza as
a character that pretty much everyone can identify with. She wants to stay out late the way they do. Perhaps it
is Esperanza's imaginative intelligence that makes her suspect the traditional path to womanhood, through
courtship and early marriage, of being a trap. Adolescence, and all the uncomfortable feelings that come along
with it, is a pretty universal experience. After sketching out the neighborhood in general, Esperanza begins to
detail those who deviate from the norm. Esperanza is fascinated by the people in her neighborhood. Read an
in-depth analysis of Sally. I waited my whole life. They Come very poor roots, and they don 't have much
money. Esperanza is of Spanish-Mexican origin and she despises her name. Esperanza eventually chooses a
more sexually mature friend, Sally. Esperanza, humiliated and angry, accuses Sally of lying--about coming
back, and also about what being with boys was like. Author: Brandon Johnson. Esperanza sees this in her
friend Minerva as well. As a child, Esperanza wants only to escape Mango Street. You know the kind.
Moreover, her intelligence is specifically creative, as is shown by her poetry, her originality, and especially
her characteristic way of describing things in imaginative similes and other metaphors. Soon after, Nenny,
Rachel, Lucy and Esperanza are talking, and their discussion about the different names for clouds and snow
leads to an inventive name-calling game. But she also feels vaguely humiliated, simply because she is out of
synch with the group. Writing is part of her identity, something she searches for throughout the book.
Esperanza is a budding writer who wishes for a home of her own. Rafaela is one of the many women
Esperanza hopes to avoid becoming like. Her father beats her whenever she talks to boys, but when she tries to
move out for a while, he apologizes, and she immediately forgives him. In order to make these
transformations, Esperanza necessarily dramatizes herself somewhat, as when she decides to become
"beautiful and cruel. They are also signs of an imaginative intelligence that marks Esperanza as something
more than average. He works most of the time and is rarely home. Esperanza refuses to become like this.
Some things about her we can never know, but because her voice is both direct and intimate, we can "know"
her in some ways better than her friends and family do, better perhaps than she knows herself. Nenny, while
appreciating the music, does not understand its value and naively tries to purchase the box, which the owner
says is not for sale. In another effort to appear grown-up, Esperanza decides she wants to eat in the "canteen,"
where kids who live too far to go home for lunch eat.


