
YOUNG SCIENCE WRITERS COMPETITION

If you answered YES to these questions, then all you need to do is write a word article about an â€œunsung hero of
scienceâ€œ and send it to us by the 18th.

Science writers, after all, are avid readers. So it was that I found myself re-enacting a bad 80s sitcom in a
biochemistry lab, full of exaggerated characters and slapstick mishaps, but with fewer happy resolutions and
more radioactive clothes. We would like to hear from you. I pitched with more confidence. You must also do
so compulsively. The runner-up prizes had helped; the win clinched it. I needed a notch on my belt. It is a
truth universally acknowledged that a single man in possession of a good science background must be in want
of a PhD. Over the next few weeks, Nature will send out a series of e-mails containing tips on essay writing.
Entries are accepted by e-mail or by online submissions. If you have dreams of writing about science, doing so
compellingly is not enough. During this time, I realised that I wanted to swap pipettes for pens. What will it
cost Free entry to all participants. Deadline is in exactly one week 25 April so get the caffeine flowing and
your fingers dancing! Entry Requirements Participants must be young scientists, aged between 18 and 35, that
are studying or working at a South African Higher Education Institution or Science Council. In addition, this
competition entices young scientists, who may not have had the opportunity or incentive to communicate their
work, as well as expose them to opportunities in science communication. You could flex your writing muscles
on your own blog mine was barely a year old and still fairly obscure when I won the Telegraph prize.
Competitions can act as gateway drugs to science writing. Your word article should show a passion for science
and encourage the general public to consider, question and debate the key issues in science and society. In
addition, top entrants receive further science communication skills development. The article you submit may
be about any area of science and should portray your enthusiasm for science. But perhaps the best reason for
having a go at the competition is that you can. That was easier said than done. There are, of course, many
more ways for would-be writers to establish themselves today. I would write about science for a living instead
of failing to do it. But the real prize was that I had proof that I could write about science. To mark this
occasion, we are celebrating our past but also looking to the future. And yet, the gleam of competitive victory
can still be a boon to an aspiring newbie. You could join the thriving science community on Twitter. We are
looking for essays that are well reasoned, well researched, forward-looking, supported by existing science, and
leave room for personal perspective and anecdotes that show us who you are. Entries open in September and
close in January the following year. I entered and, after nuzzling at the top spot with a few runner-up prizes, I
finally won the competition in  Here are the links you will require:.


