
AN ANALYSIS OF THE SECONDARY CHARACTERS IN HARD TIMES A

NOVEL BY CHARLES DICKENS

The Hard Times characters covered include: Thomas Gradgrind, Louisa, Thomas by: Charles Dickens Read an in-depth
analysis of Thomas Gradgrind.

Cold-hearted and analytical, he almost prevents Tom from leaving England to escape his crime. Gradgrind
come to terms with the fact that their way of life is not working, Sissy is the one they come to; she takes care
of Louisa and helps her live a new, happy life. Jupe packed up and abandoned his daughter, leaving Sissy
alone. Bounderby's Bank. Tom reacts to his strict upbringing by becoming a dissipated, hedonistic,
hypocritical young man. Stephen Blackpool Stephen is a poor laborer in one of Josiah Bounderby's factories.
He marries Louisa Gradgrind several decades his junior and the marriage eventually ends unhappily. Later
Louisa and Tom visit Stephen, expressing regret, and Louisa gives him some money. Far from having
abandoned him to a life of hardship, she gave him a good upbringing and, when he became successful,
allowed herself to be persuaded never to visit him. When introduced, he has ended his day's work and meets
his close friend Rachael [17]. Sparsit for misleading him. Rachael will continue her life of honest hard work
[51] , while Stephen Blackpool will be pardoned by Mr Gradgrind [52]. When she returns to their lodging, he
is gone. Five years later, he will die of a fit in the street [48] , while Mr. She is the eldest of the Gradgrind
children and the prize pupil of the educational system. Having argued that her rigorous education has stifled
her ability to express her emotions, Louisa collapses at her father's feet in a dead faint [40]. Gradgrind opens
the novel at his school in Coketown stating, "Now, what I want is Facts. Sleary is the proprietor of the circus
of which Signore Jupe and his daughter, Sissy, were a member. From his childhood poverty he has risen to
become a banker and factory owner in Coketown, known by everyone for his wealth and power. She does not
come back [41]. Thomas Gradgrind. Bounderby[ edit ] Josiah Bounderby is a business associate of Mr. In the
end, her kindhearted nature softens the rough edges of the Gradgrind family and they come to be grateful for
what she has done for them. Sleary, only to meet their father, who orders them home [6]. Read an in-depth
analysis of Stephen Blackpool. Bounderby is soon dissolved and she never remarries. They have no children.
Sleary Is the manager of a traveling circus. He takes up a job in Bounderby's bank, and later tries to arrest
Tom.


