
THE REIGN OF AMENHOTEP III

Amenhotep III also known as Amenhotep the Magnificent, was the ninth pharaoh of the . Another striking characteristic
of Amenhotep III's reign is the series of over large commemorative stone scarabs that have been discovered over a .

His building works can be found all over Egypt. Examples of his diplomatic correspondence with the rulers of
Assyria, Mitanni, Babylon, and Hatti was discovered in the archive of Amarna Letters. She was generally
considered to be the daughter of Artatama the king of the Mitanni the allies of Egypt , but many now question
this assumption. Tiy gave birth to six children: four daughters and two sons. Art The reign of Amenhotep III
saw the creation of a huge number of sculptures and other art works and there is no doubt that his craftsmen
were extremely highly skilled. Whether the statue was sent is a matter of controversy in the modern day and
what, precisely, was ailing Amenhotep the III is likewise. Amenhotep IV, after succeeding to the throne would
later change his name to Akhenaten! Vassal states, such as Byblos , were lost to Egypt, and the hopes which
foreign rulers had expressed in continuing good relations with Egypt were disappointed. For Upper Egypt,
Amenhotep wore the white crown but changed to the red crown for the Lower Egypt coronation. Recognizing
that the problem admits no easy solution, the present writer has gradually come to believe that it is
unnecessary to propose a coregency to explain the production of art in the reign of Amenhotep III. Many noble
families became very prosperous during his reign and so there was also a large increase in the number of
statues created for private individuals and an increase in the number and quality of private tombs. In the early
years of his reign, Amenhotep was a vigorous young man who enjoyed sport and hunting. Walters Art
Museum , Baltimore. Early in his reign he married Tiy , a commoner and a shrewd and able woman. These
scarabs commemorate events during the reign of the king and record his many accomplishments some more
fanciful than others. Courtesy of The Oriental Institute of The University of Chicago Utilizing the talents of
Amenhotep, son of Hapu , the king engaged in a great construction program, which included his own mortuary
temple in western Thebes , of which the Colossi of Memnon remain the most prominent feature, and a major
temple at Soleb in Nubia. High stewards were Amenemhat Surer and Amenhotep Huy. Cassirer suggests
Akhenaten, Amenhotep III's son and successor, was responsible for defacing the king's name on the stela. He
then held a festival on the lake, during which he and Tiy sailed a boat called the Disk of Beauties. Pharaohs in
the past were associated with a particular cult of a favored god and, obviously, Amenhotep III did not neglect
the other gods in preference to Aten. On the West Bank, across the water from Thebes he constructed his
mortuary temple which was to become the largest of all of the royal temples. He did lead campaigns, but
mainly earlier on in his reign. In addition to his main incarnation as Re, this god was associated with the
creator Atum as well as with deities such as Khepriâ€¦and Osiris , with whom Re merged at night. When
moving to another venue, the banner of the jackal god Wepwawet, "Opener of Ways" preceded the King. He
sent at least one expedition to Punt to obtain precious incense and exotic plants and animals. He died in BCE
and letters from foreign rulers, such as Tushratta, express their grief on his passing and their condolences to
Queen Tiye.


