
TIERED ASSIGNMENTS DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION

One very helpful tactic to employ differentiated instruction is called tiered assignmentsâ€”a technique often used within
flexible groups. Much like flexible.

Assumes students have knowledge, comprehension, and application abilities, and that they will be challenged
only if you ask them to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate. While there are many concepts that could be
covered under the standard chosen, this lesson addresses only one. What do you notice and wonder about: The
learning targets? Fourth, be sure students have the background necessary to be successful in the lesson.
Outcome Tiering assignments by differentiated outcome is vaguely similar to complexityâ€”all of your
students will use the same materials, but depending on their readiness levels, will actually have a different
outcome. If their three peers cannot answer the question, the student has permission to interrupt you. Think of
a wedding cake with tiers of varying sizes. Far and away, the best prize that life has to offer is the chance to
work hard at work worth doing. Tier three: high level What types of clues does the author give the reader
about the main character? Hence, the idea of flexible, rather than static, groups is essential. When you tier an
assignment, you are essentially just making an adjustment within the same lesson in order to meet the needs of
all students. Tier one: low level How does the character look? In a differentiated classroom, the management
plan must include rules for working in a variety of configurations. Refer to your KUD goals and create a task
that they will be able to succeed on. Resource Downloads. The desks or tables should be arranged in such a
way as to facilitate group work, as well as wholeclass groupings that encourage sharing of ideas. It is an
organized, yet flexible way of proactively adjusting teaching and learning to meet students where they are and
help all students achieve maximum growth as learners Tomlinson,  A Note about Tiering Text and the
Common Core In the past, many teachers tiered lessons by varying the difficulty of the text students were
reading. What does the author want the reader to know about the main character in the story? Adapted from
Spencer Northey, S. Describe how this teacher ensures that all students remain in the zone of proximal
development. The table below outlines features for a tiered lesson with three groups that target struggling,
average, and advanced learners. Think about how you might tier a particular reading task. One flexible group
may use a magazine while another may use a traditional textbook. Before engaging in this lesson, students
have been exposed to halves and thirds. You are not looking to form groups of equal size. Why might some
students struggle with this task? Although differentiated instruction is not a new idea, the differentiation
movement has recently taken center stage as a means of meeting the needs of all students in the classroom.
Many teachers use the theory of multiple intelligences to characterize learning styles Armstrong, ; Gardner, ;
Martin,  There is no rule that states there may only be three tiers, however. Product Tiered assignments can
also be differentiated based on product.


