
THE LETTERS OF ABIGAIL SMITH ADAMS

Abigail Smith and John Adams were third cousins and had known each other In one of her many letters to her husband,
she requested that he â€œRemember the .

It was a marriage of the mind and of the heart, enduring for more than half a century, enriched by time.
Abigail thought war should be declared while John sought out a peaceful, less costly solution. The documents
related to the incident were published, and the whole situation became known as the X, Y, Z Affair as Adams
had only used letters to identify the French officials instead of their names. When her husband became vice
president the next year, Abigail Adams stayed with him in the capitol for only part of the time, often returning
to Massachusetts to look after their farm and to tend other business matters. In , Hamilton circulated a very
critical pamphlet that amounted to a full-on character assassination aimed at our second commander-in-chief.
She still spent a lot of time back in Massachusetts because of her health. She continued a lively
correspondence with many people and even resumed writing to Thomas Jefferson, from whom she had been
estranged as a result of political differences. Her private complaints to her family provide blunt accounts of
both, but for her three months in Washington she duly held her dinners and receptions. She remained an
adamant advocate of equal public education for women and emancipation of African-American slaves. He
moved the family to Boston in April , renting a clapboard house on Brattle Street that was known locally as
the "White House. Related Videos. Abigail Adams joined him in , first for a year in Paris then three in
London. The White House. Her letters to family members showed her displeasure at finding the building
roughly finished and unfurnished, but she warned her daughter not to reveal her thoughts, since people would
think her ungrateful. They carried out their courtship in letters as "Diana" and "Lysander. I always however sit
it down when I meet with it, that N. This situation only worsened as he became an active member of the
American Revolution and the Revolutionary War. Portia: The World of Abigail Adams. This might not seem
like a big deal, but over time, it became one: By , the calendar was a full 10 days off course. As first lady,
Abigail maintained and voiced strong opinions about the political issues and debates of the day, including the
Federalist vs. Start Your Free Trial Today As the revolutionary spirit swept through the colonies, Abigail
firmly supported the movement for independence. For her introduction to great literature, she credited her
brother-in-law, Richard Cranch. Quincy was also Speaker of the Massachusetts Assembly, a post he held for
40 years until his death at age  Knowing that her every word, be it written or spoken, would be examined,
criticized, ridiculed and used against the new Administration, she caught herself in the middle of writing one
political missive.


