
THE PORTRAYAL OF THE ANGLO SAXON CULTURE IN THE TALE OF

BEOWULF

Beowulf and the Anglo Saxon culture are alike in multiple ways, one of them is being Role of Women in Beowulf and
Anglo-Saxon Society Beowulf, the hero of Beowulf is an Anglo-Saxon epic that depicts the tales of the great hero .

Be what they may, all are captured in this timeless tale of adventure. One may be well-served in more closely
examining the English translation of Beowulf by Frederick Klaeber, a German philologist who, for almost a
century, was responsible for the only canonical version of the Beowulf manuscript. The rest, including
Hildeburh, Hygd, Frewawaru, and Modthryth, are relegated mainly to side stories and cautionary tales.
Loneliness is implied through Grendel's isolation from the world with his mother under the ocean. He is given
many gifts by an even more grateful Hrothgar, and at last peace returns to Denmark and Heorot. Though it
may seem strange to modern audiences, the notion that a female would play the role of an avenging kinsman,
and thereby assume the mantle of masculinity and a sense of noble masculinity at that , would have made the
Anglo-Saxon listeners very uncomfortable. These tribes, which became known as the Anglo-Saxons, were
composed of people from North Germany, Denmark and northern Holland, and took control of most of
Britain, except for lands such as Scotland, Wales or Cornwall Hindley  Secondly, a hero is a person noted for
feats of courage or nobility of purpose, especially one who has risked or sacrificed his or her life. When
thinking about epic heroes people mostly have different type of images. Like a bully, Greened picked on
people and murdered them. The roles of the women in Beowulf and other Anglo-Saxon poems are not always
stereotyped ones of passive homemaker and childbearer and peaceweaver, but sometimes ones giving freedom
of choice, range of activity, and room for personal growth and development. Beowulf arises to rid the town of
evil forces, such as the demon monster Grendel, and his savage mother who seeks revenge for the death of her
son. Even in his last battle, all odds stacked against him, Beowulf still had the courage to fight a dragon
because he had the courage to do so even when all his men had left him to stand alone. This tale narrates a
story about a man who saves two nations from terrible beings which embody evil. The rhythm of Anglo-Saxon
poetry, when read aloud properly, is altogether different from the more regular rhythms of most other poetry.
Thus, as new stories were being told, to make them apply to the audience, Christianity had to be incorporated.
One could, therefore, look at Beowulf as not only a story of mighty deeds and monsters, but as part of a
template meant to show others how to act in Anglo-Saxon society. Is there some metaphor we are supposed to
perceive. Wealhtheow is a strong, intelligent character, shown to be both shrewd and competent in her duties
as peace-weaver and hostess, and plays a pivotal role in the narrative. Beowulf has many traits from the
Anglo-Saxon definition of a legendary hero Indeed, one could see undertones of a reversed sense of sexuality
in the battle: Beowulf is disarmed and then wrestled to the ground, where Grendel's mother sits on him and
attempts to skewer him with a large knife. Though often portrayed as peace-weavers, and sometimes inciters,
women are rarely, if ever, seen as the avenging force. For example, wyrd is seen as the force that determines
the result of events in Beowulf. Hrothgar, Beowulf, and their men track Grendel's mother to her lair under an
eerie lake. Knowing this, it can be said that this poem was written at the time when the Anglo- Saxons were in
the midpoint of converting to Christianity. Twice in Beowulf, however, there occurs deliberation which is,
uncharacteristically, not conveyed directly to the reader. Notably, it is said that she has ruled her realm for
fifty years, which happens to be the same amount of time both Hrothgar and, later, Beowulf, rule their
respective kingdoms Hennequin  In turn, she challenged Beowulf and fought him. The author of this epic is
still unknown as is the exact date that it was written though historians predict that it was written somewhere in
between the 8th and 11th Centuries. Hrunting, the sword given to Beowulf by Unferth, proves to be useless
against the creature. The Anglo-Saxons valued their cultural values of loyalty, justness and bravery.


