
ADVANTAGES OF TELEOLOGY

Advantages. The design argument uses analogies which The teleological argument makes sense. The universe shows
design and purpose.

The question of whether or not we should really be committed to taking responsibility for all of the
consequences of our actions is another issue which critics bring up. For Aristotle, natural ends are produced by
"natures" principles of change internal to living things , and natures, Aristotle argued, do not deliberate: It is
absurd to suppose that ends are not present [in nature] because we do not see an agent deliberating. It is
argued, however, that the overall situation is that there will be more good than bad when people follow the
rules derived from consequentialist considerations. The universe is also unique, and it is not right to make
assumptions about the creation of unique things. Act and Rule Consequentialism Consequentialist moral
systems are usually differentiated into act-consequentialism and rule-consequentialism. So, for example,
where a utilitarian would argue that giving to a charity maximises well-being in society, and a deontologist
would argue that we have a duty to help others, a virtue ethicist would point to the fact that helping others
displays desirable virtues such as being charitable or benevolent. Supported by natural selection, the process of
random genetic mutations excludes the need for a designer. It is what the majority appear to do, like people
groping in the dark; they call it a cause, thus giving it a name that does not belong to it. How do I weigh the
harm against the benefits of this action? For example, a wild relative of corn called milpilla Zea diploperennis
is exceptionally disease-resistant and is the only perennial in the corn family. Synthetic: a proposition whose
predicate concept is not contained in its subject concept. Egoism Egoism is the theory that one's self is, or
should be, the motivation for all of our actions. This effectively weakens the argument. More specifically he
believed that human action, i. What happens to exist is the cause of its use. Note that this is not about
preserving species being the 'right thing to do', nor about any intrinsic value that a species has in itself. One of
the most famous normative egoists was Adam Smith, one of the pioneers of neo-classical economic theory.
Ethical Altruism: an action is morally right if the consequences of the action are more favorable than
unfavorable to everyone except the moral agent. The universe looks like human artifacts. These terms are
explained in 2. The argument does not rely upon fixed definitions that we must accept unlike the Ontological
Argument. Supported By Inductive Reasoning Teleological argument offers natural and revealed theology. In
addition, there is much disagreement over how or even if different consequences can really be quantified in
the way necessary for some moral calculations to be made. Mises however also stressed that teleology with
respect to human action was by no means independent of causality as he states "no action can be devised and
ventured upon without definite ideas about the relation of cause and effect, teleology presupposes causality"
[13] Modern and postmodern philosophy[ edit ] Historically, teleology may be identified with the
philosophical tradition of Aristotelianism. Thus nothing prevents the teeth from being formed and being shed
in this way; but it is not on account of these causes but on account of the end Problems with Teleological
Systems One common criticism of teleological moral systems is the fact that a moral duty is derived from a set
of circumstances lacking any moral component. If everyone acts in their own self-interest, then society will
become more efficient, which will be in everyone's interest. There are many observations in the natural world
that can produce different theories that will account for the existence of the universe. All major food crops,
including corn, wheat, and soybeans, depend on the introduction of new strains from the wild to cope with
evolving disease and pests. Instances or patterns of conduct that are ethically right, good and proper are
virtues, while those that are wrong, bad or improper are vices. Hume 1 The universe is unique and we cannot
make assumptions about the creation of unique things. The value of the consequences of an action is assessed
in terms of the amount of happiness or well-being caused. This suggest that maybe it wasn't designed by 'God'
as he would have created a perfect design with no natural disasters. Economics[ edit ] A teleology of human
aims played a crucial role in the work of Ludwig von Mises especially in the development of his science of
praxeology. The opposite of virtues are vices. The latter, rule-consequentialism, argues that focusing only on
the consequences of the action in question can lead people to committing outrageous actions when they
foresee good consequences. It survived because it worked Even if we believe that God is the great designer of
the universe how do we know that God is still with us? Certain complex conditions needed to be met in order
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for life to exist. The idea that the moral worth of an action is determined by the consequences of that action is
often labeled consequentialism. Continue Reading. Conversely, if the outcome causes harm, then the action is
held to be morally wrong.


