
HOW DO YOU WRITE A SUMMARY PAPER FOR COLLEGE

The Year that Changed Everything: Sample paper written by a college English class about an article by Lance Morrow
suggesting that three.

Not all writers use such a straightforward structure. Document Actions Dr. It is important to remember that a
summary is not an outline or synopsis of the points that the author makes in the order that the author gives
them. Write a paragraph or more : begin with the overall summary sentence and follow it with the paragraph
summary sentences. Breaking the text into several parts will make the material easier to grasp. Rewrite and
rearrange your paragraph s as needed to make your writing clear and concise, to eliminate relatively minor or
repetitious points, and to provide transitions. This approach has two significant problems, though: First, it no
longer correctly represents the original text, so it misleads your reader about the ideas presented in that text.
Do the support and evidence seem adequate? You might summarize a section from a source, or even the whole
source, when the ideas in that source are critical to an assignment you are working on and you feel they need
to be included, but they would take up too much space in their original form. Summarizing Longer Texts more
than ten pages Outline the text. To include every detail is neither necessary nor desirable. Not all texts will
have this componentâ€”for example, when summarizing a book written by one author, the title of the book
and name of that author are sufficient information for your readers to easily locate the work you are
summarizing. True summary may also outline past work done in a field; it sums up the history of that work as
a narrative. Using source material from the essay is important. And, if you truly learn the subject, you will still
be able to summarize it months or years from now. Your summary essay should serve as a substitute for the
original source; by reading your summary essay, a reader should be able to develop an understanding of the
original work. How does the author try to interest the reader? For example, in my sample reading the response
about Michael Crichton's "Let's Stop Scaring Ourselves" article, students noted that the fact that Crichton is
the author of doomsday thrillers like Andromeda Strain and Jurassic Park makes his argument that we
shouldn't pay much attention to current doomsday scenarios like global warming rather ironic. Every essay
also requires snippets of true summary along the way to "orient" readersâ€”to introduce them to characters or
critics they haven't yet met, to remind them of items they need to recall to understand your point. It can be
easy and feel natural, when summarizing an article, to include our own opinions. Proficient students may
monitor their understanding of a text by summarizing as they read. See my Sample Reading Response to this
essay as well. Interpretive summary differs from true summary by putting a "spin" on the materials, giving the
reader hints about your assessment of the source. Include important information only and avoid describing
minor, insignificant points. Steps for Writing a Summary Essay Thoroughly read and study the original text.
Are these arguments logical? A summary must be coherent: It should make sense as a piece of writing in its
own right; it should not merely be taken directly from your list of notes or sound like a disjointed collection of
points. At some point in your classes, you will likely be given an assignment to summarize a specific text, an
assignment in which summary is the sole intent. After all, if you really know a subject, you will be able to
summarize it. What are the key points the author makes about each of those big-picture main ideas? Is this text
responding to a current event? In much of the article, though, he seems more interested in how technology
might expand the ways in which we sense things. Write an introduction. The purpose of a summary is to
quickly give the reader or listener an idea of what this material is saying. In the end, you will have read,
digested, and reconstructed the text in a shorter, more concise form. Through the use of summary in a research
paper, you can condense a broad range of information, and you can present and explain the relevance of a
number of sources all dealing with the same subject. If you cannot summarize a subject, even if you have
memorized all the facts about it, you can be absolutely sure that you have not learned it. What Makes
Something a Summary? Make sure your summary includes all the major supporting points of each idea.


