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Torture, therefore, was prohibited in the case of all citizens except those of evil repute and declared to be
infamous. To begin with the arts, as I have already indicated, there is no point in denying that America has
rarely reached the level of the greatest periods of European culture. Accordingly, we find in the religious
history of almost all races that a belief in a Divine Being is accompanied with the expectation that special
manifestations of power will be made on all occasions, and that the interposition of Providence may be had for
the asking, whenever man, in the pride of his littleness, condescends to waive his own judgment, and
undertakes to test the inscrutable ways of his Creator by the touchstone of his own limited reason. It is a
violation of fair play, which they cannot admit of. I really like being able to learn about other people's
ethnicities and heritage. Without recognizing that we live in a society in which more liberty and more
prosperity are more widely shared than by any other society in human history, we will be unable to relearn
what so many of us have forgotten, or perhaps never even knew: the nature of the principles that shaped the
establishment of the United States, and why and how those principles, embodied in institutions and put into
action, have produced the magnificent result they have. Conversely, we need to recognize when, how, and
why we have lost faith in those principles and institutions, and therefore departed from them. And if we were
no different from Nazi Germany, we were certainly no betterâ€”and probably worseâ€”than the communists,
whether in Hanoi or Havana, in Moscow or Beijing. Much of it reads quaintly naive to-day. When descriptive
treatises are shelved in connection with the specimens, as in some modern museums, we have an expansion of
the label into the book; and the museum, in this one particular at least, crosses the dividing line between it and
the library. Still again, with current books of popular interest, the library cannot america the beautiful essay
winners wait to have them put into special bindings, but for standard, popular works, which will have steady
but not hard use, and which can be ordered three months before they are to be used, money spent on special
bindings may be economy in the end. Adams similarly now joined in the raucous chorus hurling imprecations
against the vulgarity, the philistinism, and the puritanism of what on the anti-American left would soon be
described as "bourgeois" society, and what on the anti-American right, both here and in Europe, was and still
is known as middle-class values. It grieves me, dear friends, that you walk not with me in spirit, that I have not
your company in the scenes of joy and pleasure, that never more in union do we seek the same paths. It is light
pleasurable activity in contrast to the more burdensome activity of our serious hours. I will restrict myself to
two examples, one domestic and one involving foreign affairs. As the whole matter was without the color of
law, all legal limitations seem to have been disregarded. The elder Pliny, indeed, a man whose curiosity
extended itself equally to every part of learning, describes the system of Hipparchus, and never mentions its
author, which he has occasion to do often, without some note of that high admiration which he had so justly
conceived for his merit. That allows us to succeed with what we want to do in America. For anti-Americanism
has not merely fed on politically tendentious, bigoted, and often ignorant assessments of our economic history;
it has also drawn nourishment from the idea that the prelapsarian Henry Adams so gorgeously refuted: the idea
that Americans cared about nothing but money, or as a once famous literary critic put it, the country had no
purpose "beyond the aggregation of force in the form of wealth. People in other countries all around the world
wish to live here and to enjoy the freedom we enjoy every day. As long as America stands for freedom, I will
always treasure her, fight for its land, and even die to keep her on top. Well, what about this particular
congeries of curses? Our Founding Fathers declared that they were creating a system that would not only
enshrine the rights of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," but that would also "secure the blessings of
liberty to ourselves and our posterity. In the USA, many nationalities unite as one flourishing nation. Some of
the critics who hurl these charges are driven by false ideologies or utopian greed; others are consumed by
envy; and still others are sickened by the feeling that they have been robbed by the vulgar hordes of the
positions of leadership to which their self-evident superiority entitles them. In America, I experienced the
privilege of being not forced to cover my face, wear a certain color, or a style. Far from it. Everywhere else on
the earth, duty, honor, country, and the qualities that make for military excellence are associated with the right,
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which often venerates the flag flying over the nation almost to the point of idolatry. The voices either
opposing missile defense, or paying only politically expedient lip service to it, are still loud among us. From
the very first, hostility was attracted both from home and abroad by the new nation to which the Declaration of
Independence and the travails of the Revolutionary War gave birth. So whom did the barons rob?


