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There are many factors that cause juvenile delinquency. Statistics that are mentioned below explain the peak hours of
juvenile crime illnesses, and the percentages increase to % of convicted juveniles when.

Then, within the next seven years, the rate of homicides committed by young people, the number of homicides
they committed with guns, and the arrest rate of non-white juveniles for drug offenses, all doubled.
Historically, one aspect of family structure that has received a great deal of attention as a risk factor for
delinquency is growing up in a family that has experienced separation or divorce. Alternatively, a certain
family structure may increase the risk of delinquency, but only as one more stressor in a series; it may be the
number rather than specific nature of the stressors that is harmful. Much of the literature that has examined
risk factors for delinquency is based on longitudinal studies, primarily of white males. The findings are true
for girls as well as boys, and for black as well as for white children. Correctional facilities have become
increasingly crowded, impairing their ability to provide adequate services to their heterogeneous populations.
Children with prenatal and perinatal complications who live in impoverished, deviant, or abusive
environments face added difficulties. There are also some children who appear to elicit punishing behavior
from parents, and this may predate such parenting. Peer pressure can even lead teens to engage in risk taking
behaviors. Loeber, R. The question remains of why black juveniles should be more likely to engage in
criminal behavior than whites. They argued that youth who are reinforced for deviancy through laughter or
attention, for example, are more likely to actually engage in deviant behavior. Factors such as peer delinquent
behavior, peer approval of deviant behavior, attachment or allegiance to peers, time spent with peers, and peer
pressure for deviance have all been associated with adolescent antisocial behavior Hoge et al. Crimes reported
to police declined slightly for the third year in a row during , led by an eight percent drop in violent crime in
cities with more than a million residents. He discovered that a higher level of this hormone often results in a
greater willingness to use violence by his subjects. Additionally, mental illness and substance abuse are large
contributing factors. While teens usually engage in recreational drug and alcohol use to feel good, prolonged
use of illicit drugs often brings about feelings of depression, anger, and frustration. What's more, when parents
are permissive, their kids often have no motivation to do well in school and may even stop caring about their
future. Girls and boys having experienced racial hatred corresponding to negative prejudices against
themselves, and youths who have been excluded from social and working life by their fellow men owing to
their race are at a higher risk to get in trouble with the law and to be apprehended by the police. Social-level
risk factors are discussed next; these include family and peer relationships. Media was reaching everyone and
molding people's lives like never before. Poor supervision is associated with the development of delinquency
Dornbusch et al. Households that provide safety, emotional warmth, and guidance foster the development of
noncriminal young people even in neighborhoods at high risk for crime. Astonishingly, this difference has
almost remained unchanged over the past decades. A longitudinal study of a representative sample from
high-risk neighborhoods in Denver also found a growth in the self-reported prevalence of serious violence
from age 10 through late adolescence Kelley et al. The trend during the past decade, however, has been toward
stiffening the laws dealing with juveniles. Loeber, p. Prevention and Treatment Although evaluation research
has resulted in some information about what types of programs may be effective in preventing delinquency,
much remains to be known. A positive or negative friendship can have a great influence on the chances of
children becoming delinquents. Similarly, perinatal factors include conditions as varied as apnea of
prematurity poor breathing to severe respiratory distress syndrome. Following are the most common causes of
violence among teens. Family Structure Before embarking on a review of the effects of family structure, it is
important to raise the question of mechanisms Rutter et al. Teen mental illness sometimes hides behind other
causes of youth violence. Three different age groups 3. In addition, reinforcement of deviant talk was
associated with violent behavior, even after statistically controlling the boys ' histories of antisocial behavior
and parental use of harsh, inconsistent, and coercive discipline Dishion et al. Furthermore, tracking does not
appear to improve the academic performance of students in high tracks compared with similar students in
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schools that do not use tracking. But, while anger is a normal emotion, it is not normal to be violent toward
another person. Many adolescents, in the period during which they engage in these behaviors, are likely to
meet formal criteria for conduct disorder. Where families live affects the opportunities and resources available
to them. Traumatic Events Dealing with traumatic events also can cause violent behavior in teens.


