
AN OVERVIEW OF THE CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR IN UNITED STATES

DURING THE 19TH CENTURY

The Civil War in the United States began in , after decades of The conflict was the costliest and deadliest war ever
fought on American soil, with In the midth century, while the United States was experiencing an.

Their interest in slavery was far more important than simple economics. Slaves did not arrive in the U. In the
end, politicians on both sides of the aisle dug in their heels. Why were so many prominent southerners, such as
George Washington, George Wythe, and Thomas Jefferson, opposed, at least in theory, to the institution?
Thanks for watching! Other factors leading to war include John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry in , raucous
battles over the Fugitive Slave Act, and President Buchanan's refusal to arbitrate between North and South, all
connected to the increasingly bitter debate over slavery. James M. The American Civil War was among the
earliest industrial wars. In his first message to Congress on July 4, , Lincoln used the word Union 32 times and
nation only three times. An end to slavery would bring what he considered horrific consequences, for he
would "never want to see the day when a 17171egro is put on an equality with a white person. Railroads, the
telegraph , steamships, and iron-clad ships, and mass-produced weapons were employed extensively. They
also had the advantage of the sheer size of the Southern Confederacy. But beneath this great wealth and
prosperity, America seethed. It was clear to many that it was only a matter of time before slavery would be
fully abolished. Northerners including President Buchanan rejected that notion as opposed to the will of the
Founding Fathers , who said they were setting up a perpetual union. By the per capita wealth of Southern
whites was twice that of Northerners, and three-fifths of the wealthiest individuals in the country were
Southerners. These measures postponed but did not prevent a final showdown. Several battles had already
taken place--near Manassas Junction in Virginia, in the mountains of western Virginia where Union victories
paved the way for creation of the new state of West Virginia, at Wilson's Creek in Missouri, at Cape Hatteras
in North Carolina, and at Port Royal in South Carolina where the Union navy established a base for a blockade
to shut off the Confederacy's access to the outside world. The Crittenden Compromise of was an expression of
this view. Despite contradictory orders from Lincoln and Halleck, McClellan was able to reorganize his army
and strike at Lee on September 14 in Maryland, driving the Confederates back to a defensive position along
Antietam Creek, near Sharpsburg. Pro-slavery forces had little prospect of winning any future national
elections. But these achievements came at the cost of , lives--nearly as many American soldiers as died in all
the other wars in which this country has fought combined. Grant took Vicksburg Mississippi , a victory that
would prove to be the turning point of the war in the western theater. Cotton and Slavery "Cotton is King! As
a practical matter, all of this assured a victory for the Republican candidate, Abraham Lincoln, who was
widely, if wrongly, viewed in the South as a rabid abolitionist. It was the first time in more than a generation
that the South had lost effective control of the national government. Halleck, though he remained in command
of the Army of the Potomac. Into this unfortunate mix came an abolitionist fanatic named John Brown riding
with his sons and gang. At the same time, Congress abolished the slave trade in the District of Columbia,
ending the shameful practice of buying and selling human beings in the shadow of the Capitol. The Union
victory at Antietam would prove decisive, as it halted the Confederate advance in Maryland and forced Lee to
retreat into Virginia. In the industrial North, there was a low, festering resentment that eight of the first 11 U.
On April 12, after Lincoln ordered a fleet to resupply Sumter, Confederate artillery fired the first shots of the
Civil War. And with the new tariff putting foreign goods out of financial reach, Southerners were forced to
buy these products from the North at what they considered exorbitant costs. Which meant that the northern
armies would have to capture and hold vast quantities of land across the south. But as Lincoln had put it in ,
"the monstrous injustice" of slavery deprived "our republican example of its just influence in the
worldâ€”enables the enemies of free institutions, with plausibility, to taunt us as hypocrites. Hostilities began
on April 12, , when Confederate forces fired upon Fort Sumter. Historians, however, argue for a more
nuanced, complex understanding.


