
REAL WORLD CONNECTION

WHAT IS IT? Real-world connections draw from, or upon, actual objects, events, experiences and situations to
effectively address a concept, problem or issue.

If you teach medieval French poetry, connecting to student interests might not be your best route to the real
world. For example, if they were psychiatrists, what would they say about Oedipus or Macbeth? It applies
students' special talents and skillsâ€”particularly the ability to speak and write Spanishâ€”to a real-world
purpose. Use that same pattern of behavior with your students. Relating to clients is less likely, particularly
given your time frame, but possible. Making real-world connections promotes student achievement through
the authenticity of the learning. As you read these examples, you'll think of even more. The team members
unanimously decided to give the trophy that was presented to them to Garth, the director. Perhaps the local
chamber of commerce or visitors' center would like to display the project. They collected artifacts such as
photographs and medals and created a Web site that included the artifacts and stories. The message of the
presentation could be that history can shed light on our current solutions. With this strategy, you ask students
to bring their unique experiences and perspectives into a project. Almost any issue has good curricular
tiesâ€”environmental issues to science, for example. For students who were learning Spanish, their Spanish
language skills gave them a special ability to communicate with these immigrants. The students used the
critique to develop their own rubric for evaluating their next product. Students brought their experiences on
the field trip into the design of a presentation about Point Reyes habitats. Finally, you could connect to adult
workâ€”the most obvious connection is to the work of an adult historian. Students can research the issue and
make a multimedia presentation for the city council or their congressional representative, or they can air their
presentations on public access cable. Your year is packed full, so you want to spend no more than four weeks
of class time on your project. Pick out a game from the ads and figure out how many weeks Joey will have to
save his allowance in order to pay for the game. Your students' product can be as simple as a Web site for
parents to keep them up to date on the goings-on in the classroom. It generates many issues or questions to
pursue through inquiry. Finding real-world connections to student projects is largely a matter of perception.
Enter the book title within the "Get Permission" search field. In making the video, they had a reason to strive
for perfect grammar and pronunciation. Are there ideas in history that we should revive now? Maybe they
would like some student-produced Web pages to add to their site that explore a particular subject matter. Your
students have had plenty of opportunity to be influenced by mediaâ€”turn the tables and give them their own
turn to use media to influence others and effect change. They were especially well qualified to teach the rest of
the student body a thing or two about culture in their native lands. This example shows only one of many ways
you might think through the possible real-world connections for a curriculum area. This approach utilizes
concepts, problems, or issues that are similar to ones students have encountered or are likely to encounter in
life. Check them out! To get you started, here are 10 ways you can connect to the real world with your
students.


