
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF THE NORTHERN RENAISSANCE

An introduction to the Northern Renaissance in the fifteenth century However, so much changed in Northern Europe in
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries that DÃ¼rer on the Metropolitan Museum of Art's Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History.

Gutenberg, a goldsmith by profession, developed a complete printing system that perfected the printing
process through all of its stages by adapting existing technologies to printing purposes, as well as making
groundbreaking inventions of his own. In the woodcut the white portions of the drawings are cut down in the
wood block until the drawing stands out in relief, when it can be inked. ISBN  The Flemish School emerged
almost concurrently with the Italian Renaissance. The Northern Renaissance Erasmus Erasmus of Rotterdam
was a renowned Humanist scholar and theologian who wrote several important texts criticizing the
superstition and formalism of the church while upholding its core spiritual values. Renaissance in Germany -
Characteristics The German Renaissance was noted for its graphic arts and printmaking , both connected to
German expertise in the printing process, as in the invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in
the s. In The Handbook of the Christian Soldier, Erasmus outlines the views of the normal Christian life and
critiques formalismâ€”going through the motions of tradition without understanding their basis in the
teachings of Christ. The expressionist side of the German character made itself felt in a number of intense
religious works, including outstanding altarpieces and panel paintings. The High Renaissance art of
Michelangelo and Raphael and the late Renaissance stylistic tendencies of Mannerism that were in vogue had
a great impact on their work. The printing press spread within several decades to over cities in a dozen
European countries. The relatively unrestricted circulation of information and revolutionary ideas transcended
borders. In the following century, their output rose tenfold to an estimated to million copies. For further
discussion, see below The emergence of modern Europe: Economy and society. Learning Objectives
Synthesize the impacts of the printing press on distribution of ideas and mass communication Key Takeaways
Key Points In Johannes Gutenberg began work on the invention of a new printing press that allowed precise
molding of new type blocks from a uniform template and allowed for the creation of high-quality printed
books. The Three Ages of Man with Death c. The movement that led to it had begun at the beginning of the
century, since which time Europe had experienced a complete reconstruction of its culture. It exhibited a
masterful manipulation of oil paint and a high degree of realism. This approach, attached to observation and
experience, showed the artists that shapes lose their contours the further away they are, and that the intensity
of the colour decreases and assumes a bluish hue. His invention of mechanical movable type printing started
the Printing Revolution and is widely regarded as the most important event of the modern period. Portraiture
was another area in which German artists shone, as too was wood carving. To rule this vast territory, they
created a professional machinery of state, converting wartime taxing privileges into permanent prerogative ,
freeing their royal council from supervision by the Estates-General , appointing a host of officials who
crisscrossed the kingdom in the service of the crown, and establishing their right to appoint and tax the French
clergy. An apprentice under Robert Campin, van der Weyden exhibited many stylistic similarities, including
the use of realism. The growth of centralized monarchy claiming absolute sovereignty over its subjects may be
observed in other places, from the England of Henry VIII on the extreme west of Europe to the Muscovite
tsardom of Ivan III the Great on its eastern edge, for the New Monarchy was one aspect of a more general
phenomenonâ€”a great recovery that surged through Europe in the 15th century. The printing press was a
factor in the establishment of a community of scientists who could easily communicate their discoveries
through widely disseminated scholarly journals, helping to bring on the scientific revolution. Campin is known
for producing highly realistic works, for making great use of perspective and shading, and for being one of the
first artists to work with oil paint instead of tempera. In the background, compositors are setting type. The
Flemish School The Flemish School, which has also been called the Northern Renaissance, the Flemish
Primitive School, and Early Netherlandish, refers to artists who were active in Flanders during the 15th and
16th centuries, especially in the cities of Bruges and Ghent. Erasmus was a classical scholar and wrote in a
pure Latin style. Northern Renaissance painters, however, had new subject matter, such as landscape and
genre painting. The Low Countries, particularly Flanders with its prosperous centres like Antwerp, Ghent and
Bruges - at that time part of the large duchy of Burgundy - were, along with Florence, the richest and most
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economically advanced region in Europe. Early wooden printing press, depicted in Such presses could
produce up to impressions per hour. The preferred subject matter of the Flemish School was typically religious
in nature, and the majority of the work was presented as panels, usually in the form of diptychs or polyptychs.
Rulers who lived by medieval codes of chivalry adopted Renaissance techniques of diplomacy and warfare to
satisfy their lust for glory and dynastic power. The wider availability of printed materials also led to a drastic
rise in the adult literacy rate throughout Europe. Jan Van Eyck Jan van Eyck, a contemporary of Campin, is
widely considered to be one of the most significant Northern European painters of the 15th century. New
mining and metalworking technology made possible the profitable exploitation of the rich iron, copper, gold,
and silver deposits of central Germany, Hungary, and Austria, affording the opportunity for large-scale
investment of capital. The process of reading also changed, gradually moving over several centuries from oral
readings to silent, private reading. Writings Erasmus wrote both on ecclesiastic subjects and those of general
human interest. If we date the beginning of the new age from about , the year in which the New World was
discovered - this is only the turning point of the revolution. Key Terms illusionism: The realistic and precise
representation of people, space, and objects. In the following decades, Castilian hidalgos lower nobles , whose
fathers had crusaded against the Moors in Spain, streamed across the Atlantic to make their fortunes out of the
land and sweat of the Native Americans , while others marched in the armies and sailed in the ships of their
king, Charles I, who, as Charles V , was elected Holy Roman emperor in at the age of  His residence at
Leuven, where he lectured at the university, exposed Erasmus to much criticism from those ascetics,
academics, and clerics hostile to the principles of literary and religious reform and the loose norms of the
Renaissance adherents to which he was devoting his life.


