
THE METAPHYSICS OF JOHN STUART MILL

John Stuart Mill () profoundly influenced the shape of nineteenth economics, social and political philosophy, ethics,
metaphysics, religion, and.

But this leaves Mill with the problem of accounting for the apparent necessity of such truthsâ€”a necessity
which seems to rule out their origin in experience. Because naturalism is a substantive doctrine, that is a
possibility to which Mill must remain open. Mill would spend his career attempting to carry that out. The
object and aim of the science distinguished by the name of jurisprudence is that of the protection of rights.
Finally, Chapter Five shows how utilitarianism accounts for justice. But it also meant legal reform, including
overhaul of the common law system and of legal institutions, and varieties of social reform, especially of
institutions that tended to favor aristocratic and moneyed interests. Every instant of our lives helps to rivet this
association, and we never have had a single experience tending to disjoin it. His reservations about it sprang
from his fear that it would give overwhelming strength to the tendencies of the age toward suppression of
individuality. He believed that his capacity for emotion had been unduly weakened by strenuous training in
analytic thought, with the result that he could no longer care for anything at all. The two ideas are that rights
are indissolubly bound to duties and that justice, superior to law, is in turn subordinate to utility, which
remains the supreme criterion of morality. In the following year he was introduced to political economy and
studied Adam Smith and David Ricardo with his father, ultimately completing their classical economic view
of factors of production. He focuses on four different methods of experimental inquiry that attempt to single
out from the circumstances that precede or follow a phenomenon the ones that are linked to the phenomenon
by an invariable law. He was educated by his father and never attended school, although for a short time he
read law with John Austin. Between the years he served as Lord Rector of the University of Saint Andrews,
where he gave an inaugural speech on the value of culture. For "Nature" either means "everything that
happens, good as well as bad," in which case it offers no guidance whatsoever; or it means "what happens
without any human interference," and in that case the maxim is self-contradictory. Second, the views of those
who defended the old and outmoded could no longer be dismissed, in Benthamite fashion, as mere lies used in
defense of vested interests. First and foremost, rights trump duties and are in the foreground of the science of
law and, therefore, 21 London,  He agreed also with the French view that in his own times society had come to
the end of a critical period. It was only with the publication of his The History of British India in â€”a work
that took twelve years to writeâ€”that Mill was able to land a stable, well paying job at the East India
Company that enabled him to support his large family ultimately consisting of his wife and nine children. An
Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation. Upon inspection, such things do not strike us as
ultimately desirable, but merely as useful mechanisms for bringing about that which is ultimately desirable.
Harriet was buried in Avignon, where Mill subsequently purchased a house close by the cemetery, and lived
for the rest of his life. He became a contributor to the Westminster Review, founded in April, , as the organ of
the philosophical radicals. The character of the mind of an individual, Mill holds, is a function entirely of the
experiences that individual has undergone. His book The Subjection of Women is one of the earliest written
on this subject by a male author. In any other sense than this, I do not. Mill's own Bibliography, edited by M.
It is not a question now of reaching certain goals however altruistic they are, but of maintaining a constant
position from which there can be no retreat. If not, we do not have a reality in the true sense, but only in the
figurative, a fiction. Bain , John Stuart Mill ; and W. Martineau, in Essays 3 ; J. The real inference, Mill
thought, comes in constructing the general proposition on the basis of observation of particular cases. Mill's
On Liberty emphasized that freedom was not determined by majority rule alone. So too other such arithmetic
laws. John Stuart Mill and the Religion of Humanity. He was profoundly worried about the tendency of
democracies to suppress individuality and override minorities: Indeed, this, and not the problem of forcing
those who control government to work for the interests of the people, seemed to him the crucial problem of his
times. It is not merely re-expressed in generations and individuals. Beyond question is that Mill found in her a
partner, friend, critic, and someone who encouraged him. Mill recognises, however, that not all desiderata
besides happiness are desired merely as means. He also advocated England's duty to intervene in foreign
politics in support of freedom.


