
APPROPRIATE STYLE IN ACADEMIC WRITING

Academic writing refers to a style of expression that researchers use to the arguments of others fairly and with an
appropriate narrative tone.

Using an academic writing style is not just about choosing the right words; it is about setting out your ideas
and arguments in a coherent, accessible and well-evidenced manner. Do not use vague expressions that are not
specific or precise enough for the reader to derive exact meaning ["they," "we," "people," "the organization,"
etc. Vague expressions e. New York: Routledge,  If English is not your first language, or you would like to
access more information and activities on academic writing, you can also get more advice from the links
below. Characteristics of academic writing Planned and focused: answers the question and demonstrates an
understanding of the subject. Do not ASSUME that your reader will understand what you are trying to
sayâ€”try to write so that another person will grasp your ideas. Well-structured paragraphs and clear topic
sentences enable a reader to follow your line of thinking without difficulty. Your choice of words for an
academic assignment should be more considered and careful. Academic Writing. Avoid using terms whose
meaning you are unsure of--don't just guess or assume! Be consistentâ€”once you have written the acronym
after the full name, use it all of the time e. While proofreading your paper, be sure to look for and edit any
vague or imprecise statements that lack context or specificity. Use appropriate language for your audience and
purpose Academic writing need not be complicated, but it does need to have an element of formality. So,
avoid saying: 'according to many people'. An example would be a summary of an article or a report of the
results of an experiment. Each of these types of writing has specific language features and purposes. Do not
stereotype, generalise or make assumptions This especially applies to individuals or groups on the basis of
their gender, race, nationality, religion, physical and mental capacity, age, sexuality, marital status, or political
beliefs. DO NOT use full stops between the abbreviated letters e. Your use of language should always remain
neutral. Rather than: fireman or policeman Try using: fire fighter or police officer Rather than: mankind. For
example: cf. The challenge is to convince the reader of the validity of your opinion through a
well-documented, coherent, and logically structured piece of writing. For example, compare the following two
paragraphs: although the ideas expressed in the paragraphs are the same, one presents them in a much more
formal, academic way. Strategies for Then read through and rank in importance to your overall answer to the
question. To do otherwise is simply story-telling. Click here for more detailed information on the words,
structures and conventions of academic writing. Go through a paragraph that you have written and cross out
any words, or phrases or even a sentence that may be unnecessary. An objective tone in your writing is
achieved by: using third person rather than first or second person e. It has all the features of persuasive
writing, with the added feature of at least one other point of view. Objectivity Explicitness Academic writing
is explicit about the relationships int he text. Overuse of complex or obscure words or writing complicated
sentence constructions gives readers the impression that your paper is more about style than substance; it leads
the reader to question if you really know what you are talking about. Dashes should be limited to the insertion
of an explanatory comment in a sentence, while hyphens should be limited to connecting prefixes to words [e.
Interrogate every word in a sentence Concise and Precise Academic writing is concise and avoids padding:
Watch out for overuse of descriptive, repetitive, unnecessary adjectives Be as specific as possible: '50 million
people' rather than 'a lot of people' Use positive, quantifiable structures when possible; The wind was strong
vs. Equally important, the scholarly convention of citing sources allow readers to identify the resources you
used in writing your paper so they can independently verify and assess the quality of findings and conclusions
based on your review of the literature. The kinds of instructions for an analytical assignment include: analyse,
compare, contrast, relate, examine. Your use of language must show that we you making suggestions which
contribute to this wider discussion: Rather than: 'This view is correct because Or 'grey it out' â€” change the
text colour of the words you might remove to light grey. This takes time and practice. It was a fantastic
strategy as most of their students did not have to face being accused of plagiarism. For example, advantages
and disadvantages.


