
A HISTORY OF THE ENTOMBMENT OF CHRIST

The Entombment was probably planned and begun in /3. The chapel in which the Entombment was to be hung, was
dedicated to.

Typical for his work is that he incorporated a realistic depiction of the physical and emotional state of his
subjects. But many conservative Vatican officials found it too crude, and sometimes too disrespectful, to be
installed in a church. Identity and Transformation, exhibition catalogue, Madrid , p. They're not really in any
natural position. His setting for The Entombment is a place of total desolation. The painting hangs about five
feet above the altar step, which is at eye-level for the priest when the body of Christ is remembered during the
mass. Well, it's either an entombment or a deposition. Beth: Some people have seen the mannerist style as like
a style that expresses a new spirituality as opposed to the naturalism of the early Renaissance and that
spirituality coming from the attacks on the Church by Martin Luther. Tradition held that the Virgin Mary be
depicted as eternally young, but here Caravaggio paints the Virgin as an old woman. A replica of this painting
is in the Chiesa Nuova. Who is Caravaggio? In , this painting was removed from the church by Napoleon, but
around it returned to Rome to hang in the Vatican Museums. Peter's Basilica , Vatican City. This
counter-reformation painting â€” with a diagonal cascade of mourners and cadaver-bearers descending to the
limp, dead Christ and the bare stone â€” is not a moment of transfiguration, but of mourning. At that point it
was in a European private collection. However, there are some differences between the two paintings, such as
Saint John already stepping down with one foot into the grave. Pallucchini, Il Greco, Milan , pp. Steven: This
is to my eye a composition that is full of constant movement. Beth: If this was a deposition, we would expect
to see a ladder, the lowering of the body of Christ from the cross. This was, in fact, the case for virtually all the
scholars who had written about The Entombment apart from Mayer and Pallucchini. His body is one of a
muscled, veined, thick-limbed laborer rather than the usual, bony-thin depiction. In the Athens panel several of
the figures are taken directly from etchings by Parmigianino, while in the present panel the references to
Italian art are, for the most part, more fully integrated into the composition as a whole. The church got into
serious disrepair during the 19th century, but in a major restoration was completed. Caravaggio's new
naturalism was precisely what the Council of Trent had intended back in the s when it demanded a new form
of Catholic Counter-Reformation art that ordinary people could understand and be inspired by. The painting
consists of a tightly compact figurative group consisting of six people, including the dead Christ. Puppi, "Il
Greco giovane e altri pittori madonner di maniera italiana a Venezia nella seconda meta del Cinquecento," in
Prospective, , p. Behind the two men, the three women are grouped in a fan-like shape. There are also other
historical considerations like the Protestant Reformation and Copernicus discovering that the Earth revolves
around the Sun. Explanation of More Paintings by Caravaggio. According to the two newspaper articles of see
Literature , the picture was in storage in Geneva by and during the war. CXVI, August , pp. Mayer himself.


