
THE SYMBOLISM OF AFRICAN PROVERBS

In most traditions in Africa, it is usually atypical for one to tell an African proverb and still be the one to explain the
meaning. This notwithstanding, Answers Africa .

Proverbs help to dispel the belief that African people are barbaric and uneducated due to the stigma
surrounding those who cannot speak English and are not educated in a typical western manner. We are the
calves that have no experience and those ahead of us had the experience but unfortunately failed. In their four
thousand year civilized history, the Chinese have generated innumerable proverbs. Source: pinterest. Rain
does not fall on one roof alone. So if you thinking of becoming owner at the place you work start of as the
assistant slowly head up to management and with hard work and resilience you will have that top office. They
have been creatively crafted that without deep thoughts you can get lost on the surface meaning. Meaning: It is
one of the most known African proverbs about marriage. Growth is when we help others achieve their dreams.
It reflects on the caring attitude and persona of women that cuts through all generations as it lasts their entire
lives. These are all incomparable to each other in the Chinese language, and are all vibrant with metaphors and
layered meanings. Since when darkness starts to crawl it is all we have made in the sun that would be taken
home. If a child washes his hands he could eat with kings. The moon moves slowly, but it crosses the town.
Meaning: Your knowledge always reveals in your activities. Women make sacrifices in order to the sake of
the family members. Old-Man-Monkey who marries Mrs. One who causes others misfortune also teaches
them wisdom  Meaning: You may think that you have achieved greatness, but you are yet to start. Meaning:
You should forget and forgive anything your relatives did to you. There can be no peace without
understanding. Look for a dark goat first in the daytime because you may not find it at night. There needs to
be a change in the leadership style in Africa to hand over power to women since many of the male leaders
have failed in their work. A close friend can become a close enemy. When a man says yes, his chi personal
god says yes also. It also speaks of the mutual relationship and responsibility that exists between a woman and
her child. If that rat cannot flee enough, let it make way for tortoise. You can tell a ripe corn by its look. It
takes a whole village to raise a child. When a king has good counselors, his reign is peaceful. Their written
heritage is kept in numerous proverbs. The proverbs touch on every aspect of our lives, from childhood,
teenage hood, parenthood, and adulthood. Here are a number of proverbs for you. As the saying goes "When a
fool is told a proverb, the meaning must be explained to him. You are beautiful because of your possessions.
Two small antelopes can beat a big one. By taking time to listen to their sayings and explanations of them, one
shows respect. Proverbs unify people around the world. Meaning: What defines a man is his character which is
inseparable from him and follows him wherever he goes. Meaning: This proverb tells about either thing or
person that is good for nothing.


