
WRITING APPROACHES FOR STUDENTS

If one of the goals of FL instruction is to prepare students to write in upper- level courses, teachers must reexamine their
approaches to teaching FL writing.

In some classrooms, children drafted, revised, edited, and shared their work, but their writing never improved.
Journal of Educational Psychology, ,  Bridging English 5th ed. They must also seek out newly published
research on writing instruction so they can continue to make informed decisions about the best ways to teach.
Particularly troubling was the fact that some childrenâ€”usually white, middle class English
speakersâ€”seemed to excel in process writing classrooms while othersâ€”usually those from historically
marginalized groupsâ€”did not. The Elementary School Journal, ,  Graham, C. Explain your proposed changes
and why you suggested them. For example, they may be asked to combine Tim has a dog. They created
graphic organizers on paper that depicted the story events and used the organizers to tell their stories aloud and
audio record them. Despite some of the difficulties of studying process writing, some general conclusions
about the effectiveness of this approach can be drawn from selected studies that have been done. However,
much more research is needed to answer this question McQuitty,  At the same time, some educators began to
view handwriting as unimportant because the use of technology e. Pritchard, R. Observe whether the student
has difficulty with letter formation, the spacing between letters or between words. In the classroom next door,
Ms. However, despite this limitation, process writing became increasingly prevalent in elementary schools.
Evaluating the benefits of process writing instruction is challenging for two reasons. Myhill, J. Students wrote
alone and only the teacher read their work. Many traditional stories are linear; the author expects readers to
proceed from the beginning to the end rather than jump forward and backward through the pages. The
opportunity to write for real, personally significant puposes. On Wednesday, Mr. Jones, S. In a unit about
informational texts, the teacher will read many informational books aloud to the class and ask the children to
read informational books on their own or in small groups. Simply asking children to write multimodally,
without providing a process to support their writing, would likely be unsuccessful. Child Language Teaching
and Theory, 30,  Consider a typical webpage. A good essay, however, has very different characteristics than a
text message. This reality may be because teachers view it as formulaic or because it is more teacher-centered
rather than student-centered than other approaches. She showed Marissa how to add describing words and
showed Paul how to write dialogue. Authored by: Kristen A. Gradually releasing responsibility to students
writing persuasive texts. In sentence combining, children merge two or more short, choppy sentences into one
longer, more effective sentence. This may occur because the technology needed to write digital texts is too
expensive or because the curriculum focuses on traditional paper-based writing. The Reading Teacher, 65, 
During writing time your teacher tells you to write about your summer vacation. Qualitative research, such as
that conducted in the classrooms described above, shows that elementary children are capable of producing
multimodal texts. Yet, was the process really so simple? Learning Objectives After reading this chapter,
readers will be able to describe different approaches to writing instruction; explain the benefits of each
approach to teaching writing; discuss how educators and researchers have critiqued different ways of teaching
writing; analyze the research conducted on different approaches to writing instruction; integrate ideas about
effective writing instruction in elementary classrooms. He graded the stories over the weekend and returned
the papers on Monday. Sometimes children even practiced the motions of writing, such as pushing and pulling
the pencil on the paper, without writing actual letters. Bogard described above engaged her students in two
cycles of planning and revision for their digital stories. Nystrand Eds. Johnson asked the children to revise by
reading over their first drafts and instructing them to add five more details.


