
HOW TO WRITE LITERATURE REVIEW FOR MASTER THESIS

A literature review surveys academic knowledge on a topic. If you are writing the literature review section of a
dissertation or research paper, . an MA in Gender Studies, so she's an expert at writing a great master's thesis.

Many students, especially at post-graduate level, find it extremely difficult to identify research gaps in their
subject area. Integral citations are those where the name of the cited author occurs in the citing sentence. Or,
that you need to write a literature review that encompasses every aspect of the literature on your topic. Keep
your review dynamic, but coherent. This method of organisation still allows you to present an overview of any
polemical debates within these sub-themes. Body Depending on the length of your literature review, you
might want to divide the body into subsections. Ways of finding relevant material Electronic sources
Searching electronic databases is probably the quickest way to access a lot of material. Neutrality: Is the
author's perspective even-handed or biased? Debates, conflicts and contradictions: where do sources disagree?
Has anyone else done anything similar? Consider this paragraph from a literature review about stakeholder
participation for environmental management, to clarify the discussion that follows: Despite the rhetoric and
the concerns that have been expressed, there have been few attempts to investigate the validity of the many
claims that have been made for stake-holder participation Webler, ; Beierle, ; Brody, ; Blackstock et al.
Something you jot down in the early stages of collecting articles might even make it into your final paper. You
may even want to do both at once. Make a lot of notes, be critical, ask questions. Make sure that your sources
are balanced; include enough books and academic journals and any useful published work from reputable
scholars. Is a literature review really necessary? If you are required to record and present your search strategy,
you may be able to include the technical details of the search strategy as an appendix to your thesis. I had
written literature reviews for my courses before, but I was never proud of them. You need to demonstrate to
your reader that you are examining your sources with a critical approach, and not just believing them
automatically. Your interpretation may be self-evident to you, but it may not be to everyone else. What new
insight will you draw from the literature? Similarly, if there are some studies that you will be referring to more
than to others, it would be useful to give them a full report and critique at this stage. A thematic review can
easily shift between chronological periods within each sub-section too. Our expert academic writers can help.
Your review should cover a wide range of the articles available. What is a literature review? A skill that helps
in curtailing the reading is: knowing where to set boundaries.


