
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTER SANTIAGO AND HIS CONFLICT IN

THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA BY ERNEST HEMINGWA

and find homework help for other The Old Man and the Sea questions at eNotes. The central conflict of Hemingway's
novella is man vs. nature. Santiago is at odds with nature because he makes his living by it, as a fisherman. 5 educator
answers; Write a character sketch of Santiago from The Old Man and the Sea.

Santiago has faith in his skills, but he realizes he is aging and that some things may be harder than they used to
be. It is long after midnight when Santiago reaches the shore. He is thin and gaunt, from a long life of hard
work and times with little to eat. In ''The Old Man and the Sea,'' Hemingway illustrates how our existence is
full of complex internal and external conflicts. James, an apostle and fisherman. Many of their conversations
have an element of ritual such as the little fictions they engage in to preserve the old man's dignity â€” the
food he says he has in his house, their talk of using the cast net they both know Santiago had to sell, their talk
of borrowing some money for a lottery ticket, and so forth. Confronted with life's natural cycle from youth to
old age, the only immortality is in whatever one leaves the young. When the captured marlin is later destroyed
by sharks, Santiago feels destroyed as well. This cannot last forever, and he vows that he will stay with this
fish until he is dead, and then realizes that the same is fair to say about the fish too. She is also mother material
because she has many children and is over protective when it comes to their health. His hands are scarred from
handling heavy fish on cords, but the scars are "old as erosions in a fishless desert. For example, Hemingway
conveys the novella's central theme in more ways than in the yoking of religious conviction with a belief in
luck. With such a long time between novels and his reputation as a great author on the line, Hemingway had to
prove himself again, and Santiago also felt that he had to prove himself again. New York: Scribner,  He asks if
the old man needs anything else and offers the boy to drink something, but Manolin just asks everyone not to
disturb Santiago. He was too simple to wonder when he had attained humility. Unfortunately, Antonio 's
whole family does not hesitate to treat him as the ten year old boy he appears to be, even though the amount of
trauma and hardship that he had faced in his youthful existence had far exceeded multiple lifetimes. On the
wall of Santiago's shack hangs a portrait of the Virgin of Cobre, the patroness of Cuba. Understanding that the
struggle will continue for an uncertain time, Santiago forces himself to eat some raw tuna meat, in order to
keep himself strong. Whether drawing his inspiration and confidence from religion, baseball, games of chance,
memories of his own youth, his love for Manolin, or something else, Santiago knows how to keep alive in
himself and others the hope, dreams, faith, absorption, and resolution essential to withstand suffering,
transcend it, and ultimately transform one's self. It's too big to put into his boat, and another question is
whether or not he'll be strong enough to secure it. He knows that the marlin he has hooked now is a male
before he sees it. The great DiMaggio is himself again. The old man expertly hooks the fish, but he cannot pull
it in. At the same time, both Manolin and Santiago recognize that Manolin is subject to the authority of his
parents. He eats a half of his fare and sleeps a little. An internal conflict is a man vs. Manolin tells him that a
fisherman called Pedriko would take care of the boat and gear. The fish pulls the boat all through the day,
through the night, through another day, and through another night. Here is age bequeathing to youth whatever
pieces of the species' collective knowledge age possesses. The talk in course of fishing is used only when it is
necessary, so even when he went for catch with Manolin, they were talking just a little. He spots a man-of-war
bird, chasing the flying fish, and follows it. Like Santiago, the marlin is implicitly compared to Christ. Instead,
the fish begins to pull the boat. He lashes it to his boat, raises the small mast, and sets sail for home. Santiago
is a skillful and sensitive fisherman, so he waits patiently for fish to take the whole bait, a bundle of sardines
and a tuna with a hook in it.


