
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ANALYSIS OF MONOGAMY IN MARRIAGE

Yet, monogamous marriage has spread across Europe, and more recently across the globe, even as absolute wealth
differences have expanded. Introduction .. While this analysis is consistent with our hypothesis, it cannot causally
isolate.

Since the fitness difference between having one long-term mate and zero mates isâ€”on averageâ€”large,
low-status males should often pursue risky, high-stakes, strategies that provide some chance of avoiding
fitness oblivion [ 15 ]. Inter-group competition need not result in violent conflict as such processes can
produce a differential diffusion of beliefs, norms and institutions from more successful to less successful
societies [ 8 , 9 ]. The 15 per cent or so of societies in the anthropological record with monogamous marriage
fall into two disparate categories: i small-scale societies inhabiting marginal environments with little status
distinctions among males and ii some of history's largest and most successful ancient societies. This can be
interpreted as a form of plural mating, as are those societies dominated by female-headed families in the
Caribbean , Mauritius and Brazil where there is frequent rotation of unmarried partners. Paleoanthropological
estimates of the time frame for the evolution of monogamy are primarily based on the level of sexual
dimorphism seen in the fossil record because, in general, the reduced male-male competition seen in
monogamous mating results in reduced sexual dimorphism. Hence, the hypothesis offers a new perspective
and complements the previous demand side explanations. As a result, women allocate more resources for their
own consumption and leave larger bequests to their children. Historical accounts of the transition from
polygyny to monogamy in the Western World suggest that polygyny was prevalent up to the industrialization.
The position of the second wife was that of a "slave girl" in respect to the first wife, as many marriage
contracts explicitly state. In particular, the customs and laws regulating divorce e. Then, we show that the
intensity of intrasexual competition is lower in normatively monogamous societies drawn from a sample of 18
societies with diverse marriage norms. These economic advantages that need to be offered in polygynous
marriage also constitute the cost of polygyny for men. Similar to Becker and Gould et al. Which factors
determine the form of marriage in a given society? As with other norm violations like theft and lying, this
never quite works out, as our evolved mating psychology gives rise to broad societal-level patterns of
infidelity, divorce, prostitution, etc. Humans, unlike other species, are heavily reliant on cultural learning for
acquiring all manner of behaviours and practices, including social behaviour. Consequently, in an economy
with a sufficiently high human capital level men find it optimal to marry monogamously instead of bearing the
high cost of polygynous mating, which gives rise to monogamy even in the presence of high income
inequality. Hence, the incidence of polygyny declines as the human capital of children increases. Building
blocks It is crucial to recognize that marriage norms are not the same as our evolved mating psychology.
Human capital could be any skill that makes a person more productive in the labor market. Many tomb reliefs
testify to monogamous character of Egyptian marriages, officials are usually accompanied by a supportive
wife. Under these conditions, normative monogamy increases a society's competitiveness because of how it
influences crime rates, male motivations, paternal investment, fertility and economic production. Actually, it is
not easy to establish the exact timing of the virtual disappearance of polygynous mating. By doing so, he
clearly refers to the relevant words of Genesis, which his interlocutors also know by heart. Bateman gradients,
which provide a different measure, tell the same story [ 11 ]. For example, anthropologist Jack Goody 's
comparative study utilizing the Ethnographic Atlas demonstrated that monogamy is part of a cultural complex
found in the broad swath of Eurasian societies from Japan to Ireland that practice social monogamy, sexual
monogamy and dowry i. The compensation takes the form of transfers to each wife and higher bequests to
children, more than they would get in a monogamous marriage. However, their direct fitness is limited to the
number of children that they can bear and rear. However, polygynous mating is almost nonexistent in
developed countries. This element of human social life is routinely missed in non-cultural approaches to
monogamy [ 17 , 18 ]. Humans also pair-bond [ 12 , 13 ]â€”both monogamously and polygamouslyâ€”in
collaborations that encourage more extensive male parental investment and a division of labour. Yet, does it
mean that women played no role in the virtual disappearance of polygyny? Each individual values
consumption, spending time together the amount of marital interaction with the mate , number of offspring
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and future incomes of children. This is referred to as the mystery of monogamy Gould et al. They can,
however, influence behavioural patterns in two ways. Here, we develop and explore the hypothesis that the
norms and institutions that compose the modern package of monogamous marriage have been favoured by
cultural evolution because of their group-beneficial effectsâ€”promoting success in inter-group competition.


