
INTRODUCTION TO ETHICS

Ethics are a system of moral principles and a branch of philosophy which defines what is good for individuals and
society.

For example, "Be honest," "Be trustworthy," and "Be nice. Confucian roles are not rational , and originate
through the xin, or human emotions. That actions are at once obligatory and at the same time unenforceable is
what put them in the category of the ethical. The word teleological comes from the telos, a marker post that
ancient Greek charioteers used to gallop towards in their races. Are they somehow built into the structure of
the universe? Consequentialism This is the ethical theory that most non-religious people think they use every
day. A leading exponent of this view is the American philosopher Robert Nozick. This would help explain
why values vary from society to society. With such variances, the, how do we begin to understand ethics?
Ethics is the reasonable obligation for us to refrain from hurting others, and sometimes an obligation to help
others. Many teleological theories would require you to go ahead and shoot one of the peasants â€” you will
save nine lives and the overall outcome is therefore much better than if you just walk away. There is, however,
some disagreement among scholars as to the difference between morals and ethics. We do not wish to have the
fruits of our labor stolen from us. Where does ethics come from? One of the leading Intuitionists this century
was GE Moore. One famous way of putting this is 'the greatest good for the greatest number of people'. Ethics
and ideology Some philosophers teach that ethics is the codification of political ideology, and that the function
of ethics is to state, enforce and preserve particular political beliefs. To put it another way; the ethical
properties of the world and the things in it exist and remain the same, regardless of what people think or feel -
or whether people think or feel about them at all. This sounds like subjectivism, but in emotivism a moral
statement doesn't provide information about the speaker's feelings about the topic but expresses those feelings.
You can read four articles free per month. Philosophers have several answers to this question: God and
religion a rational moral cost-benefit analysis of actions and their effects the example of good human beings a
desire for the best for people in each unique situation political power God-based ethics - supernaturalism
Supernaturalism makes ethics inseparable from religion. Intuitionists think that goodness or badness can be
detected by adults - they say that human beings have an intuitive moral sense that enables them to detect real
moral truths. When people do this, they often see those who they regard as immoral as in some way less
human or deserving of respect than themselves; sometimes with tragic consequences. Different theories of
ethics place different relative importance on intentions and outcomes. It should be noted that this is the
strictest brand of Kantianism, and that many such revisions have since been made since Kant's original
writings to the theory. Emotivism: this is the view that moral judgements express our approval or disapproval
of something, rather than saying anything about the moral properties of that object. Ethical realists think that
human beings discover ethical truths that already have an independent existence. For the intuitionist: moral
truths are not discovered by rational argument moral truths are not discovered by having a hunch moral truths
are not discovered by having a feeling It's more a sort of moral 'aha' moment - a realisation of the truth. It
bases morality on the consequences of human actions and not on the actions themselves. Good people as well
as good actions Ethics is not only about the morality of particular courses of action, but it's also about the
goodness of individuals and what it means to live a good life. A recent return of virtue ethics since the 's has
created a surfeit of apologists for this once-overlooked branch of ethics and given rise to the doctrine of
Neo-Aristotelian and Neo-Socratic ethics. Virtue ethics[ edit ] Virtue ethics, the least popular branch of ethics,
attempt to instill certain qualities in the person. Therefore it makes sense to say that "good" refers to the things
that a particular group of people approve of. But your actions and intentions were exactly the same in both
cases â€” surely you must be as guilty in the second case as in the first?


