
A REFLECTION OF THE ISSUE OF SLAVERY IN CONTEMPORARY

AMERICA

But for black Americans the end of slavery was just the beginning of our even vaguely aware of the social conditions in
contemporary America knows, we An historic transformation on race-related issues in the United States is taking place. .
of a sizable minority of the black population as reflecting blacks' deficiencies.

The black soldiers training there seemed, to him, the same as plantation slaves of old. If not for slavery, people
from Africa would not have been identified as a race in the first place, let alone stigmatized as an inferior race.
Three days after graduation, Davis headed to basic training at Camp Gordon in Georgia to prepare for the
invasion of Japan. Phillips, who taught alongside Turner for half a decade at Wisconsin in the early twentieth
century. As 12 Years a Slave repeatedly shows, the idea that black slaves were something less than
humanâ€”although appealing for obvious reasons to mastersâ€” was subject to an inevitable tension, first at
the abstract level of argument and then, more fatally, at the concrete level of daily life. Either way, the effects
of dehumanization pointed to the impossibility of incorporating blacks into free society. He sees his work as a
historian as paving the way for another option. Now it feels essential, if vexing. By this time Davis had also
moved from Cornell to Yale. Phillips acknowledged that slavery might have had its share of horrors, but in
generalâ€” good Progressive that he wasâ€”he saw it as a school or a settlement house in which benevolent
whites could train barbarous blacks for civilization. When Davis graduated from high school more than eighty
years later, in , he had never shared a classroom with a black student. Such were the realities of race in
America in the middle of the twentieth century. European nations, beginning with Portugal in the middle of
the s, had already begun to enslave Africans. These were among the central questions session chair Eric Foner
Columbia Univ. But its violence also provided whites with plenty of evidence that blacks were too dangerous
and dehumanized to be set free. The idea was to make the study of history objective by focusing on the
evolution of laws and institutions, much as a biologist might trace the evolution of a species. Surely slavery,
which caused and underlies this rift, was the most pervasive single issue in our past. The best picture 12 Years
a Slave tells the story of Solomon Northup, a free black man living in New York who was kidnapped in , sold
in Louisiana, held for twelve years as a slave, and finally freed in  And above all, it would make people stop
and think before blindly following some bigoted group to make the world safe for Aryans or democrats or
Mississippians. The most popular television miniseries ever was Roots, the saga of an enslaved family; it
changed our culture by setting off an explosion of interest in genealogy, ethnic backgrounds, and slavery.
They formed a crucial strand of its DNA. Our graceful antebellum homes, northern as well as southern, were
mostly built by slaves or from profits derived from the slave and cotton trades. There are other startling
similarities that also connect the past slave experience to that of the present. The teacher might seed some
questions: How many slaves came to the British colonies and later the United States? Davis made friends with
young men who were interested in American culture and willing to help investigate the black market.


