
LANGUAGE AND NATIONALISM

At a time of increasing nationalism, during the 19th century, communal identity is often expressed through commitment
to a language. Language is everyone's.

Yes, we have heard such sentiments many times. Language is everyone's earliest personal acquisition. So,
should we be concerned that such regional accents are a threat to our language? Enjoy the Famous Daily
Language and nationalism: 19th century At a time of increasing nationalism, during the 19th century,
communal identity is often expressed through commitment to a language. Another popular concern is the role
of media in muddling the Bengali language! In this discourse the existence of multiple ethnic communities
with disparate languages within a single state is seen as undesirable. The Hungarian diet insists in that Magyar
shall be the language of the state. It is this collage that is held together, expressed, codified, practiced, and
indeed captured through language that generates the unique oneness. And the Welsh nationalist party
proclaims its identity in characteristic manner through its name, incomprehensible to the English - Plaid
Cymru, Party of Wales. True, language is more than the repertoire of shared programmes and practices. It is a
secret territory shared with like minds, a refuge impenetrable by outsiders. We need both, and let the
foundation of 'proper Bengali' be laid there. If state, nation, and language are to correspond to one another,
what is to be done with minority languages and their speakers? I, for one, wish to contemplate on Billing's
assertions that "a language dialects, regional accents will die for want of regular users, so a nation must be put
to daily use. Language is indeed an abstract construct, based in part on linguistic canons, but more importantly
on socio-psychological factors. But education eventually establishes Gaelic as one of the republic's two
official languages. The main lesson of these narratives is that languages are in a constant process of change.
Moreover, the notion that a nation and a language mutually depend on one another has had and continues to
have a powerful impact, not only in Europe but also elsewhere in the modern world. It is the connector that
validates our sense of nationalism: the shared feeling of pride and socio-cultural experiences. The papers in
this collection provide a detailed and comprehensive account of the different roles language s has played in
nation-building in Europe. All nation-states, some to a greater degree than others, are linguistically and
culturally heterogeneous. Nation-states have dealt with the status of minority languages and their speakers in
various ways, ranging from maintaining the illusion of homogeneity by denying the existence of minority
languages, trying to assimilate the speakers of minority languages into the majority culture and repressing
their languages, trying to get rid of speakers of minority languages through population exchanges, expulsion,
even genocide, or recognizing the existence of minority languages and granting the speakers of these
languages certain linguistic and other cultural rights. At first the campaign is largely to preserve Ireland's
indigenous Celtic language, by this time spoken only on the west coast. Perhaps, a discussion for another day.
We need to remind ourselves that the 'speech communities' of Barisal, Noakhali, Sylhet, Chittagong, Dinajpur
and other areas practice no more than regional accents -- varieties of same language. By the midth century
Catalan is spoken only in rural districts, but the separatist movement in Catalonia makes it an issue. On Falgun
8, , February 21, , demonstrators on Dhaka University campus protested the 'Urdu only policy' and demanded
the then government to recognise Bengali as one of the official languages.


