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This is particularly true of China, which has emerged from its "century of humiliation" at the hands of the
West to finally achieve great-power status. With interests throughout Asia, the Middle East, Africa, Europe
and the Caucasus--not to mention the role of guarding the world's sea-lanes and protecting U. Fourth, the
concept avoids Wilsonian crusades in foreign policy, "nation-building" initiatives and imperial impulses. The
United States must learn to adapt to a new international political environment, one wherein it must strive to be
looked up to as much as feared. The many commonalities shared with the two nations such as language and
history drew them together as allies. Kennan foresaw in helped bring about the eventual implosion of the
Soviet Union from its own internal contradictions. Indeed, the nascent Pax Americana was, in essence, abetted
by the policy of the United Kingdom, and the preponderance of global sea power which the British Empire
enjoyed by virtue of the strength of the Royal Navy. The term is a play on Pax Romana, or Roman peace, used
to describe a period of relative peace in the Mediterranean area in the early years of the Common Era. Crowe
argued that London must uphold the Pax Britannica status quo at all costs. Still other scholarship emphasizes
the role of the U. America stands at a crossroads today; the path it chooses to take will determine its future
position in the world. The Rise and Fall of World Orders. Get Essay Hence, it is important to comprehend the
power of the U. The end of the Cold War presented the US with a preponderant military standing that could no
longer be challenged by the erstwhile security threat of the Soviet Union Chomsky,  For example, it appears
three times in the 90 page document, Rebuilding America's Defenses , [24] by the Project for the New
American Century , but is also used by critics to characterize American dominance and hyperpower as
imperialist in function and basis. They were encouraged as well to follow U. Similarly, Lieberthal related that
many American officials believe their Chinese counterparts see the U. After all, fighting land wars in Eurasia
is not what the United States does best. As such, Dower contends, the U. The crisis of the s culminated in what
historian John Lukacs called "the last European war. Whether the current transitional phase will unfold with
greater smoothness and calm is an open question--and one of the great imponderables facing the world today.
Only when the United States makes clear that it will do less--in Europe, for example--will others do more to
foster stability in their own regions. This, in turn, would drive up the national debt even more. Carr brilliantly
detailed in his classic work The Twenty Years' Crisis, , the Versailles system cracked because of the growing
gap between the order it represented and the actual distribution of power in Europe. Sanderson replied that
London's refusal to accommodate the reality of Germany's rising power was both unwise and dangerous.
Wilson took the United States to war in with the intent of using American power to impose his vision of
international order on both the Germans and the Allies. Since no great power, including China, is likely to
supplant the United States as a true global hegemon, the world could see a serious fragmentation of power.
During the Cold War, U. Even so, the subordinate groups did not disagree with this stance of the United
States. When Theodore Roosevelt became President in , he accelerated a foreign policy shift away from
isolationism towards foreign intervention which had begun under his predecessor, William McKinley. The
government adopted protectionism after the Spanishâ€”American War and built up the navy, the " Great
White Fleet ", to expand the reach of U. Finally, it settled its differences with France and Russia, then formed
fateful de facto alliances with each against Germany. From the establishment of the United States after the
American Revolution until the Spanishâ€”American War , the foreign policy of the United States had a
regional, instead of global, focus. No region has felt this more forcibly than Latin America. In Europe,
American power resolved the German problem, paved the way for Franco-German reconciliation and was the
springboard for Western Europe's economic integration. British commercial interests in South America, which
comprised a valuable component of the Informal Empire that accompanied Britain's imperial possessions, and
the economic importance of the United States as a trading partner, ensured that intervention by Britain's rival
European powers could not engage with the Americas. It was Woodrow Wilson who called the power of the
New World "into existence to redress the balance of the Old" in the words of the early nineteenth-century
British statesman George Canning. But even during the Cold War's last two decades, the seeds of American
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decline had already been sown. This tells us that periods of global transition can be chaotic, unpredictable,
long and bloody. Kennedy in the s, who advocated against the idea, arguing that the Soviet bloc was
composed of human beings with the same individual goals as Americans and that such a peace based on
"American weapons of war" was undesirable: I have, therefore, chosen this time and place to discuss a topic
on which ignorance too often abounds and the truth too rarely perceived.


