
A LITERARY ANALYSIS OF A HEART OF DARKNESS

Heart of Darkness is an adventure novel written by Joseph Conrad. Heart of Darkness informs the reader of European
colonization and its negatives. Joseph Conrad seems to depict imperialism in this novel through Charles Marlow.

There are few books that have seven or eight retranslations within two decades. Obtaining the precious object
transformed some into greedy connoisseurs with endless intentions to get their hands on all of the continents
ivory. He is a very diligent worker, and seems to hide behind it. This novel is filled with literal and
metaphorical contradictions: Kurtz and Marlow, Europe and Africa, good and evil, black and white, and so on.
Marlow is an honest man. From its first pages, Heart of Darkness leaves room for the reader to make
assumptions and interpret events for him or herself. During the era which Conrad wrote, England was going
through the Victorian Era, which was marked by a shift in views on morality. The fog game Marlow a push to
make a decision but he had no idea if he should stop or keep going, like fog, darkness distorts a view. The
frame-tale structure, dominant theme of the ambiguity of the truth, and lack of answers to significant questions
all indicate that the reader is left responsible for filling in the gaps of Heart of Darkness. Achebe, author of
Things Fall Apart, stresses Conrad's depiction of Africa as the antithesis of Europe and civilization, and the
animal imagery present throughout the novella. He wanted to get rid of the European mindset of abusing the
natives and taking advantage of them and their land, even if it was for the country to benefit from it. I will
admit that I began reading this with a little hesitation based on the fact that I do not like to read about human
cruelty. When Heart of Darkness was first published, it shocked its Victorian audience, but now it is acclaimed
as one of the best English novellas ever written because the views of its readers have changed over time and
the impressionistic quality of the novella has allowed for these altered views to be incorporated into new
interpretations. In the same way, the light and dark motif is used as a building block in establishing the larger
theme of the indefiniteness of reality. The horror! The novella is structured as a frame story, featuring two
narrators with distinct voices and views, as demonstrated by the opening scene. Ivory symbolizes the
destruction and greed of man; the managers forget all about being civilized and their morals that they have
been taught. Furthermore, the narrative exposes the colonial conquest to be a system of negligence, where
there exists no recognition of the historical values of a country. A native is normally looked at as a savage
because there is no governing for him to follow, only nature laws. The horror! Society today seems to be
blinding, categorizing, and stereotyping. The stance on racism, like truth, is kept in obscurity and readers must
attempt to provide their own answers. He really has seen it all, mistreatment of others, death, murder, slavery,
starvation, and sickness. I feel that this is an apt description of Conrad's writing style in Heart of Darkness , as
he paints many verbal pictures by using expressive words and many figurative descriptions of places and
people.


