
COCOA PRODUCTION IN WEST AFRICA

Seventy percent of the world cocoa production is produced by small holders in West Africa. â€¢. Cocoa production
increased by fifty percent in the first decade of.

Each cocoa pod contains around 20 to 30 seeds sitting in a sweet white pulp â€” these are the actual cocoa
beans. As environmentalists have highlighted the deforestation, cocoa companies have scrambled to respond.
After the harvest, the ripe pods need to be cut open with machetes and the beans are taken out. But other
conservation groups, including those in the Ivory Coast itself, are more cautious about embracing a corporate
takeover. Akua Krampa, a year old cocoa farmer in Ghana, has risen above all odds to send her three children
all the way through high school, an achievement she attributes to her increased income from cocoa production.
Making sure that cocoa is grown in an environmentally sustainable and socially responsible manner is a
priority for General Mills. Ghana: farmers were trained, primary school enrollment increased to 99 percent and
household food insecurity decreased 25 percent. Pressure has been growing on the government to act. I can
imagine [President Jair] Bolsonaro in Brazil also having a field day [delisting] protected areas. But 15 months
on, deforestation has not stopped, says Higonnet, who recently toured the region. The report was doubtful as
to whether the situation can be improved. Scobey says companies are going as fast as they can. Cocoa
production in a nutshell Where does cocoa come from? These two are followed by other cocoa producing
countries like Indonesia, Nigeria, Cameroon, Brazil and Ecuador. The governments are working to improve
oversight, enhance production in line with demand, collect data on production and exports and get
cooperatives to function effectively so farmers can be guaranteed a minimum price for their cocoa. The beans
are crushed and the shells removed, roasted, and finally ground. For that reason, we made a commitment in to
sustainably source our top ten priority ingredients by  Most will simply return. The invaders are growing
cocoa to supply the global chocolate business. More farmers are being trained in good agricultural practices so
they can grow cocoa more sustainably and improve yields, and farmer livelihoods are improving. The
promised reforms are behind schedule. Linus Unah. In rural Ghana, students attend a new primary school built
with funding from General Mills and other companies. Helping families keep children in school rather than
working on cocoa farms is also essential. But this, she says, is not just about the Ivory Coast or the cocoa
business. The farmers are caught in an exploitative and corrupt system of cocoa trading and land
appropriation, and most earn less than a dollar a day, says Higonnet. But there could be pressure instead to
focus corporate investment on intensifying existing full-sun farming. When the beans are packed into cocoa
sacks, the farmers are ready to sell the product to intermediaries. Expanding production of cocoa-derived
products and finding new export markets will be key to the revival of the sector in West Africa. In , the
government introduced a fertiliser initiative for cocoa farmers and hopes to reach , farmers by  And our
sourcing team has embedded sustainability into our work with key suppliers to provide direct support to
cocoa-growing communities in West Africa through programs that help smallholder farmers increase yields
and grow high quality cocoa to improve farmer incomes. Most of the cocoa in the Ivory Coast is grown by
small farmers, typically on plots of 7 to 10 acres. Now I earn more money and am financially independent.
Most of the country's cocoa is grown by small farmers, on plots of 7 to 10 acres. Wildlife, especially forest
elephants and chimpanzees, have suffered badly. And there, you really need leadership. Supply glut hits prices
Although these schemes improved the quality of production and yields, a sharp supply glut and subsequent fall
in global prices from shows the danger of boosting production without pursuing value addition. Meanwhile,
she alleges that the government agencies charged with protecting the forests are more interested in collecting
bribes than safeguarding woodlands. From trees to sacks Growing cocoa is hard manual work and very labour
intensive, as caring for and harvesting the beans requires close and continuous attention. The production of
cocoa begins in the tropical regions around the Equator, where the hot and humid climate is well suited for
growing cocoa trees.


