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The bones and shells were inscribed with metal tools or with ink-filled brush strokes that described a positive
and a negative outcome. The main primer for schoolchildren to learn their characters was the 1, character
classic that has 1, unique characters. One inscription proposed sacrificing prisoners to an ancestor.
Accordingly, dictionaries often include a list of hard to locate characters, indexed by total stroke count, near
the beginning of the dictionary. The bones or shells were heated in a fire until cracks appeared in the bone or
shell. Other specialists dismissed the significance of such a find. Before the Japanese occupation and World
War II, the Chinese read up and down, from right to left and went through books from back to front. It is
therefore useful to be able to transliterate a dialect of Chinese into the Latin alphabet or the Perso-Arabic
script Xiao'erjing for those who cannot read Chinese characters. Zhou, then in his 60s, was sent to work at a
labour camp in faraway Ningxia for more than two years, separated from his wife and son. The first four
phases of Chinese writing trace the first 1,year history of Chinese and essentially encompass the evolution
from a nascent pictographic and ambiguous writing script to a standardized system containing thousands of
characters still in use today. Additionally, where the Great Seal style had rounder characters, the characters of
the Small Seal style were very long. He studied how geese moved their necks and this inspired the way he
moved his arm to make smooth and gracesful strokes. The nature of the written word has recently evolved to
include an informal, colloquial written style, in which an everyday conversation can occur through writing
rather than speaking. Paper is usually used for calligraphic work but silk and linen is also used. The earliest
inscriptions which are identifiably Maya date to the 3rd century BC, and writing was in continuous use until
shortly after the arrival of the Spanish conquistadores in the 16th century AD. Other methods use only the
structure of the characters, such as the four-corner method , in which characters are indexed according to the
kinds of strokes located nearest the four corners hence the name of the method , [61] or the Cangjie method ,
in which characters are broken down into a set of 24 basic components. The Khitan script, as well as the
Khitan language and people, faded into history after having been absorbed into the Mongolian empire. By
edict of Emperor Jingzong, a writing system was created by his court scholars in and rapid disseminated via
government schools. Yi Scripts : The Yi people of China's Yunnan province have an indigenous writing
system that on surface appears to resemble Chinese, so it is classified as a Sinitic script, but the resemblance
might just a product of stimulus diffusion. These scripts are used primarily in calligraphy. And at least in one
instance an emblem, namely bird with a solar symbol, continues to be used as clan name in early Shang
dynasty on bronze artifacts. The limitation is that a language that has thousands of morphemes would require
thousands of characters, and, as the characters are formed from simple lines in various orientations and
arrangements, they came to possess great complexity. There are over a dozen recognized styles of calligraphy
that have been used in the last few thousand years. By the end of the Zhou dynasty the dazhuan had
degenerated to some extent. With 4, years of use the written Chinese language has many archaic features. The
characters are written in a standard space and are designed to be easy to read. A very common feature of the
early Chinese script is that extensive use of "rebus writing" in which the sign for one word is used to write
another word with the same or similar sound. Pottery pieces and stone vessels unearthed at the Zhuangqiaofen
archaeological site in the eastern province of Zhejiang push "the origin of the written language back 1, years",
the state-run Global Times newspaper reported. Although calligraphy has only eight basic strokes there are
many options in terms of weight, strength and layout of each character. This is possibly the earliest available
pictorial record of the art of writing in India. During the Late Neolithic period, at the latter half of the 3rd
millenum BCE, many symbols or "pictograms" started to be incised on pottery and jades. Due to the cultural
dominance of the Roman state, the other Italic scripts have not survived in any great quantity, and the Etruscan
language is mostly lost. However, other Chinese-speaking places such as Taiwan, Hong Kong, and various
Chinese communities in Southeast Asia and the Americas rejected this new system and continued to use the
traditional script. This role may not differ substantially from the role of other linguae francae , such as Latin :
For those trained in written Chinese, it serves as a common medium; for those untrained in it, the graphic
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nature of the characters is in general no aid to common understanding characters such as "one"
notwithstanding. On the negative side, the creation of a literate elite meant class divisions where those who
could read and write were considered more valuable members of society than those who could not. With this
invention the Chinese approached the form of writing invented by the Sumerians. Each stroke has to be made
in a single movement; it does not allow for hesitation midway through or for later correction. Types of
calligraphic stroke have different qualities; they are categorized as bone; flesh; muscle and blood. In
conversation, literate Chinese speakers frequently draw characters in the air to distinguish between
homophones.


