
ENDLESS STEPPE SUMMARY

This Study Guide consists of approximately 31 pages of chapter summaries, quotes, character analysis, themes, and
more - everything you need to sharpen your knowledge of The Endless Steppe; Growing Up in Siberia. The Endless
Steppe is the story of a young girl named Esther Rudomin.

Despite the Nazi invasion and the Soviet occupation of their region, to year-old Esther, the war is something
that ends at her garden gate. However,they suffer a great loss as they learn their entire family has been killed
during World War II in the concentration camps. When Esther is 10 years old she and her family are taken
from their home in Wilno, Poland by the Russians. They are immediately assigned to work in various places.
After a series of moves from hut to hut, the Rudomins are eventually able to get their own hut. They will live
in a variety of different housing huts with other inhabitants during their years in Siberia, even having their
own hut for a short period of time. And since so many people are bound together by the cold, the desolateness
of the steppe and the struggle to survive, they are often helped by others, just as they help others when they
can. For three weeks, they travel slowly, boxed in with many other families in very tight, inhospitable
conditions. Much later in the story, she learns her maternal grandmother and virtually all her family members
perished in the Holocaust. The Rudomins were arrested in that short space of time when eastern Poland was
under Soviet control, for being capitalists because they owned a jewelry business. This first half of the book,
Esther recalls the horrors of this world: the customary division of the healthy and weak, so that Esther, her
parents, and her grandmother are separated from her grandfather; the nightmarish two month train journey
with nothing more than watery soup to sustain them; the disorienting arrival in the camp; and the
backbreaking work in a gypsum mine that they are forced to do. Initially, they live in some barracks, but find
private housing with another couple. The pact has a clause that divided Poland - the western part to Germany
and the eastern part to the Soviets. After several years and the conclusion of the war, Esther's father returns
and brings the family home to Wilno, where they find that none of the people they knew before remain and
unwelcoming responses from the new inhabitants. In , the Nazis and Soviets signed a 10 year non-aggression
pact called the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. Esther grows up in the village of Rubtsovsk, becoming a mixture of
Polish deportee and Siberian girl by the time she leaves at age  She will learn how to work hard as a knitter
and learn creative ways to help her family, especially after her father is sent to the front lines of the war.
Esther, her mother, and grandmother are eventually allowed to return to Poland. Early in the morning, her
family - father, mother, grandmother and Esther, are arrested by the Soviet Army. Yet, Hautzig has also shown
herself not always in the best light - there is the bratty Esther, the whinny Esther and the willful Esther - giving
a sense that she was indeed a real person, not an unrealistic paragon of courage. Esther accompanies the rest of
the children in weeding around the potatoes in order to ensure a better harvest so they do not starve that
winter. Memoir[ edit ] In , young Esther Rudomin as she was then called lives a charmed existence in the
pretty town of Vilna Wilno in northeast Poland now the capital of Lithuania. After some time her family are
allowed to live in a hut in the nearby town of Rubtsovsk, but do not have much money and need to find
creative ways to make a small income.


