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the early seventeenth century, and of both to the English Revolutio. But I have been the English Civil War", and J. H.
Hexter, "Power Struggle, Parliament and Liberty in Early Stuart reached on an interpretation of the caus in terms of the
observed, this school came near to proving that the Civil War did not happen.4 At .

In , in what is called the Reformation, the monasteries of England had been dissolved and their property
confiscated. For that was clearly the direction in which the Government was tending. This in its turn led to
corresponding changes in the State machinery. It can be realised how this vast industrial and commercial
expansion reacted on agriculture and landholding: for the agrarian changes were caused in part by the demand
for more food to feed the new urban areas, in part by the demand for wool for the expanding clothing industry,
or by the hunt for minerals; in each case the needs of the merchant class were identical with those of the
capitalist farmers and progressive landowners. This legal network had to be broken through if rural capitalism
was to develop the resources of the countryside to the full. It was sabotaged by the exporters, and led to a
crisis of over-production and widespread unemployment, the blame for which attached itself to the Crown.
The point to be stressed is this. They turn to Cromwell, giving him the title Lord Protector. During the
sixteenth century, under the Tudor rulers, the grandfathers of the Parliamentarians of were. Dissatisfied
citizens could become leaders in New World, and those who had no economic opportunity at home could have
chance at even becoming wealthy in New World. Cromwell put together from the ranks of his fellow Puritans.
The Tudor State was able to keep some control over these companies by selling them its protection and
generous charters of privileges. These courts had been used by the Tudors, partly to deal with commercial
causes which the common law was not competent to handle, partly to suppress feudal anarchy and maintain
the order so necessary to a commercial civilisation. The heads of a king and many peers had to roll in the dust
before it could be certain that future kings and the peerage would recognise the dominance of the new class.
But by the last decade of the sixteenth century, when all its internal and external foes had been crushed, the
bourgeoisie ceased to depend on the protection of the monarchy; at the same time the Crown became
increasingly aware of the dangerous possibilities of the growing wealth of the bourgeoisie, and strove to
consolidate its position before it was too late. The landowners are maintained by the rent paid by the peasants,
which might be in the form of food or labour, as in early days, or by the sixteenth century in money. Here they
found a supply of cheap labour in the peasantry ruined and expropriated by the agricultural changes. The
Government alienated all sections of the community. Charles ending up sending his soldiers in the parliament
building itself with orders to arrest treasonous members of parliament. But for many smaller cultivators they
meant depression, the raising of rents and dues of various kinds, the enclosure of the common fields on which
the villagers had for centuries pastured their cattle and geese. That is why they were to fight for it so
desperately in the Civil War. Scotland was a much more backward country than England economically, but
politically the gentry had thrown off the control of Church, Crown and big aristocracy. In face of these facts,
the manoeuvres of the Government to enlist the support of the poorer peasants against their landlords deceived
no one except a recent school of reactionary historians â€” They rely largely on the statement of the historian
Clarendon that the period was one of great prosperity for the mass of the populace. On this Thorold Rogers.
Coal played a prominent part in the growth of very many other industries â€” iron, tin, glass, soap,
shipbuilding. It has been estimated that whereas every 6s. It took the place of news and propaganda services
now covered by many different and more efficient institutions â€” the Press, the B. Many husbandmen whose
small properties stood in the way of a farmer wanting to consolidate a large sheep farm were brutally evicted.


