
ORIGINAL THESIS STATEMENTS

Your thesis statement should tell your reader what the paper is about and also Compare this original thesis (too general)
with three possible revisions (more.

The chapters and verses in modern Bibles were put in many centuries after all the books of the Bible were
written. You will lose credibility as a writer if you become only a mouthpiece or a copyist; you will gain
credibility by grabbing the reader with your own ideas and words. Tips: Avoid merely announcing the topic;
your original and specific "angle" should be clear. Ruszkiewicz, John J. Developing a Thesis
Statementâ€”Additional information Consider what your assignment asks you to do Your assignment may
suggest several ways of looking at a topic, or it may name a fairly general concept that you will explore or
analyze in your paper. Be as clear and as specific as possible; avoid vague words. There is nothing as
frustrating as hitting on a great idea for a thesis, then forgetting it when you lose concentration. Your thesis
statement should be as clear and specific as possible. Next, you need to determine if the passage is of
reasonable size. It tells the reader what you have learned about your topic and what evidence led you to your
conclusion. Compare the original thesis not specific and clear enough with the revised version much more
specific and clear : Original thesis: Although the timber wolf is a timid and gentle animal, it is being
systematically exterminated. Does your thesis include a comment about your position on the issue at hand?
Your thesis should be limited to what can be accomplished in the specified number of pages. Suppose you are
interested in studying the story of Jesus' Transfiguration. Is your thesis statement original? The rest of the
paper, the body of the essay, gathers and organizes evidence that will persuade the reader of the logic of your
interpretation. It should tell what you plan to argue, and it should "telegraph" how you plan to argueâ€”that is,
what particular support for your claim is going where in your essay. You write: While both sides fought the
Civil War over the issue of slavery, the North fought for moral reasons while the South fought to preserve its
own institutions. But the question did not ask you to summarize; it asked you to analyze. This final thesis
statement presents an interpretation of a literary work based on an analysis of its content. This sentence lacks
tension and doesn't advance an argument. List ideas Make a list of the ideas that you want to include; consider
the ideas and try to group them.


