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She theorizes that Landa may have been driven by his impending replacement by bishop Toral as the chief
ecclesiastical authority in yucatan to find more sacrifices than actually occurred in order to hold on to his
position p. The revelation of that treasure â€” especially to a Spanish outsider â€” can only be explained as the
expression of a confidence and attraction so powerful as to override traditional prescriptions and even
conventional caution. Franciscans conducted a series of investigation in â€”for the discovery of idolatry etc. In
the beginning, Clendinnen focus here attention on the initial attempts and then eventual success of the
Spaniards to solidify themselves within the Yucatan Peninsula. Aim at his breast. This is a symbol of
resistance. On the Indian side, the Maya had no conception of the nature and motivations of their enemy. First
it was some admittance to idol worship, then under torture some Maya told stories of human sacrifice for the
gods. Again, in the Usil testimonies we find the same pool of names of victims being drawn on by different
witnesses, although ascribed to different sacrifices, while the last witness from Tibolon drew on the names
provided by the witness questioned before him, but distributed them differently. Several attempts of conquest
met with resistance, although the Maya had very bad projectile weapons compared to the muskets and cannon
of the conquistadors. Bishop Diego de Landa, which comes out as a completely demonic figure, instituted the
trials that the Spanish Inquisition is famous for, but with fewer legal safeguards than was possible in Spain.
First it was some admittance to idol worship, then under tor A very well written scholarly book that focuses
mostly on the 'ambiguous' conversion of the Maya to Catholicism in the 16th century by the Franciscan friars.
For the early period of his solitary wanderings, eager as he was to reveal the mysteries of his own faith, and
clearly distinguishable in dress and behaviour from the Spanish soldiery the Maya had previously
encountered, he had probably been identified by the custodians of Maya religion and learning as a fellow
expert in those high matters. In that fire we lost a vast majority of the history and culture of a grand
civilization. Although Landa labelled it an episcopal inquisition, the enquiry bore little resemblance to
established inquisitorial forms. And then the Spaniard ordered it set down that it be called Yucatanâ€¦. He had
presented the confessions as true accounts, but he knew their confusions and contradictions, and what
sustained pressure it had taken to get even a limited measure of coherence. Over three months, more than
Indians were tortured, died under torture, 13 committed suicide, and 18 disappeared and probably committed
suicide out of the public view. It can still be felt today if you visit the Mundo Maya. Fernandex-Armestro, the
English Historical review, vol. He was to penetrate an even more closed zone with his admission into the
society and at least some of the secrets of the elders. This was a pattern throughout the Spanish colonies.
Therefore they had to settle down and do their poor best to adapt well. Then concludes it all up discussing the
Spaniards "European Cultural Superiority" or. Such cynicism is incompatible with all we know of his lofty
and passionate spirit. It was during this same inquisition that most all of the books written by the Maya in their
own script were destroyed in a ritual fire, what Landa called an auto-de-fe demonstration of faith. Yet Landa
was utterly intransigent and Quijada helpless. Clendinnen is drawing an epistemological equivalence, not a
moral one.


