
THE KEY ELEMENTS OF CULTURE

As this definition suggests, there are two basic components of culture: ideas and symbols on the one hand and artifacts
(material objects) on the other. The first.

Harris thinks this injunction existed because pig farming in ancient times would have threatened the ecology
of the Middle East. Rough estimates tell us that between to languages exist in our world to day. Social Forces,
84, â€”; Pettigrew, T. And because cultures are integrated, if one component in the system changes, it is likely
that the entire system must adjust. In other words, we cannot see culture as, such we can only see human
behavior. In the United States, for example, the number thirteen is associated with bad luck. The same
bilingualism that contributed to her success in grade school will help her thrive professionally as a law officer
serving her community. Some symbols are valuable only in what they represent. Thus, many millions of
persons share such behavior patterns as the use of automobiles or the English language. Short Answer What
do you think of the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis? Elements of Culture Culture is transmitted to employees in a
number of ways. They provide clues to understanding experiences by conveying recognizable meanings that
are shared by societies. Berkeley: University of California Press. For example, cultures differ in their values
about what kinds of physical closeness are appropriate in public. But more often, mores are judged and
guarded by public sentiment an informal norm. Culture is Integrated This is known as holism, or the various
parts of a culture being interconnected. First, men tend to be bigger and stronger than women and are thus
better suited for hunting. Individual achievement becomes more important than values such as kindness,
compassion, and generosity. Even nudity is considered terrible, and people on Inis Beag keep their clothes on
while they bathe. Interracial roommate relationships: An experimental test of the contact hypothesis. The
artifacts associated with this culture were unknown a generation ago. This distinction was eliminated in , when
Pope Pius IX declared abortion at any time to be murder. The WVS asked whether success results from hard
work or from luck and connections. Some people say the United States is too individualistic and competitive,
while other people say these values are part of what makes America great. When interpersonal disputes do
arise, Japanese do their best to minimize conflict by trying to resolve the disputes amicably. There are many
rules about speaking with strangers in public. It is the normal and habitual action of people within a culture.
Guilford, CT: Dushkin. Elements of Culture Language Language, be it spoken, written, or gestured, is the
basic means of communication between humans. Norms may be further classified as either mores or folkways.
Finsterbusch Ed. Language is the Chief Vehicle of Culture Man lives not only in the present but also in the
past and future. Norms of drunken behavior influence how we behave when we drink too much.


