
MAKING A GOOD THESIS

The argument(s) you make in your paper should reflect this main idea. Avoid burying a great thesis statement in the
middle of a paragraph or late in the paper.

This thesis showed the reader the topic a type of sandwich and the direction the essay will take describing how
the sandwich is made. For more ideas on how to get started, see our handout on brainstorming. It also may
spark a defensive reaction from readers sympathetic to communism. Here are two thesis statements: There are
some negative and positive aspects to the Banana Herb Tea Supplement. It merely reports a statistic instead of
making an assertion. Your research actually becomes easier when you have very specific objectives. For a
longer essay, you need a thesis statement that is more versatile. Composing a thesis statement does take a bit
more thought than many other parts of an essay. If your assignment is to write a paper on kinship systems,
using your own family as an example, you might come up with either of these two thesis statements: My
family is an extended family. When in doubt, ask your instructor if the assignment requires a thesis statement.
Michael Dukakis lost the presidential election because he failed to campaign vigorously after the Democratic
National Convention. Try doing the last word before the colon with each phrase. Check the first word of each
item. However, because a thesis statement can contain an entire argument in just a few words, it is worth
taking the extra time to compose this sentence. However, political, economic, social and cultural reasons are
pretty much the only possible reasons why communism could collapse. Maybe you decide that both sides
fought for moral reasons, and that they just focused on different moral issues. You want to declare your
intentions in this essay and guide the reader to the conclusion that you reach. You should be able to identify
specific causes and effects. Does my essay support my thesis specifically and without wandering? Without a
thesis, your argument falls flat and your information is unfocused. How are they different? For example, if you
are writing a paper for a class on fitness, you might be asked to choose a popular weight-loss product to
evaluate. Readers of academic essays are like jury members: before they have read too far, they want to know
what the essay argues as well as how the writer plans to make the argument. You start out with a thesis
statement like this: Sugar consumption. This is a weak thesis statement. The reader would react to this
statement by thinking, "Perhaps what the author says is true, but I am not convinced. Steps in Constructing a
Thesis First, analyze your primary sources. In fact, children who play sports gain even more from learning
about teamwork, realizing they must overcome defeat, and accepting their own place on a team. A strong
thesis statement expresses one main idea. Politicians work long hours. This is also why a well-planned outline
is essential.


